U.S. shies away from live-fire games 

EASTERN SAUDI ARABIA (R) — The United States is shying away 
from live-fire exercises on a big scale in the Gulf because of sensitivities 
over casualties, defence analysts said Sunday. *T guess they're sensitive to 
taking casualties during an exercise of this kind. They could have 20 to 30 
guys wounded or killed, and Washington is very sensitive on casualties,” 
said independent U.S. military analyst Ken Brower. Up to now, live-firing 
exercises among U.S. forces assembled in the Gulf have been restricted to 
small units on weapons ranges, while troops on full-scale manoeuvres 
have used blanks. Several analysts in Europe and the United States 
argued that while large-scale training involving live artillery and air strikes 
could kill, lives would be saved later in actual oombat. NATO and 
Warsaw Pact forces have traditionally carried out combined- arms, 
live-fire exercises as pan of their annual training cydes to coordinate large 
□umbers of men moving rapidly on the modern battlefield. 
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Happy New Year 


The Jordan Tines wiii not be published on Tuesday, 
Jan. 1 , 1991, due to the New Year holiday on Monday. The 
next issue of the paper will appear on Wednesday, Jan. 2. 
The Jordan Times wishes its readers, advertisers and 
patrons a very happy New Year. 
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Brotherhood 
opposes seasonal 
celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Parliament 
members of the Muslim Brother- 
hood have submitted a note to 
Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat criticising 
celebrations and parties orga- 
nised at hotels, clubs and res- 
taurants at Christmas. The de- 
puties considered these celebra- 
tions and also advertising for 
them in the local press as “con- 
tradicting the faith of the nation 
and its dignity and not a proper 
thing to be done under the pre- 
sent circumstances through 
which the Arab and Islamic 
countries are going and contrary 
to the government's promise to 
apply die Islamic law in the 
Kingdom.” The deputies de- 
manded that the government im- 
mediately ban such celebrations 
and stop all advertising for them 
in the local press and the in- 
formation media. 

Arab ministers to 
meet on Gulf crisis 

CAIRO (R) — The foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia will hold their 
fourth meeting on the Gulf crisis 
next Friday, an Egyptian Fore- 
ign Ministry source said Sunday. 
The foreign ministers, whose 
countries are grouped in an anti- 
Iraq alliaoce after Baghdad’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, bad 
postponed a scheduled meeting 
this month. The Gulf crisis meet- 
ing in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
Friday follows talks in Cairo 
Dec. 4. 

Iran’s first test-tube„. 
babies born 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s first 
test-tube babies were born in the 
city of Yazd in central Iran, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported Sunday. The agency 
said the first baby, a girl, was 
born to 36-old woman at the 
city's Afshar Yazd University 
Hospital Saturday morning. An 
hour later, another woman gave 
birth to twins, a girl and a boy. 
Dr. Abbas Afiatonman, head of 
the infertility research centre at 
4 the hospital, said the births were 
’ by caesarean section, and that all 
three babies and their mothers 
were in “perfect condition.” 
IRNA reported. Aflatounian 
said that during the centre's 
year-long fertilization and in- 
semination programmes, 30 suc- 
cessful pregnancies had been 
registered. 

Bomb threat at 
U.S. press HQ 

RIYADH (AP) — The botel 
housing the press centre for the 
U.S. military command in Saudi 
Arabia was evacuated late Satur- 
day night after a telephoned 
bomb threat, a U.S. military 
spokesman said Sunday. Saudi 
police who spent about two 
I hours searching the Hyatt Re- 
4geacy Hotel “found nothing" 
said Michael Gallagher. The 
threat was the first reported 
since U.S. forces began de- 
ploying in Saudi Arabia Aug. 7. 
The threat came less than 24 
hours before U.S. Vice- 
President Dan Quayle was sche- 
duled to arrive for a three-day 
visit to U.S. forces. 

Eurodif to pay Iran 
$185 million 

NICOSIA (AP) — The French 
consortium Eurodif must pay 
940 million francs ($185 million), 
to Iran, Tehran Radio reported 
Sunday. The broadcast, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, said Iran’s in- 
ternational interests office in 
Paris disclosed that the French- 
based uranium enrichment con- 
sortium must pay $480 million 
francs immediately, and the rest 
by the end of 1992. From the 
radio report, it was not dear by 
w hat ruling Eurodif was ordered 
to pay the sum. A French Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said he 
was unaware of any such ded- 
§j 0f ], “The order pertains to the 
dispute which the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran filed against Euro- 
dtf'” the radio said. The pay- 
ment is part of a billion dollar 
loan I? 311 made to Eurodif in 
1974 , and which it has been 
trying to recover since the 1979 

revolution. 


Cabinet reshuffle 

said imminent 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Several members 
of the Cabinet have submitted 
their resignations to Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran ahead of 
a government reshuffle, ex- 
pected as early as today, in- 
formed sources said Sunday. 

One source, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, told the 
Jordan Times that 11 ministers 
had submitted their resignations 
“ahead of time to pave the way 
for the prime minister to reshuf- 
fle the cabinet." 

The source confirmed that 


Badran had readied an agree- 
ment with the Muslim Brother- 
hood for five cabinet posts. It 
will be the first time the Brother- 
hood, which has 22 members 
and at least seven other suppor- 
ters in the Lower House, would 
be formally included in a Jorda- 
nian cabinet. 

The five chosen by the pre- 
mier were identified as deputies 
Yousef A1 Athem, Abdullah 
Akaylah and Majed Khalifeh 
and Brotherhood activists 
Adrian A1 Jaljouli and Ibrahim 
Zeid A1 Keflani. 

Two prominent leaders of the 
movement — Ishaq A1 Farhan 


and Ahmad Qnteish A1 Azaydeh 
— will not be included in the 
new cabinet because the Muslim 
Brotherhood wants to retain 
them in the leadership council. 

“The Brotherhood does not 
allow one of its leaders to be- 
come a member of the govern- 
ment,” said a source. 

“I would not attach any signi- 
ficance to the resignations other 
than that they are routinely sub- 
mitted by government members 
whenever they think there is an 
impending cabinet reshuffle. 


(Continued on page 2) 


House passes defence law after 
scaling down government powers 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After much haggling 
and obvious dissent in government 
ranks, the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sunday passed two key bills, 
the exports and imports law, and 
the defence law. 

While the first law gave the 
government full authority to con-, 
(nil all exports and imports, the 
second, as amended by the Lower 
Hoose, curbed the executive 
branch's powers to impose 
emergency iaws on the country. 

In two key articles, the govern- 
ment's right to invoke the defence 
law and to compensate those 
affected by its application was cur- 
tailed. The House passed an 


amendment to the law that gives 
Parliament the authority to revoke 
the law within IS days of its ap- 
plication. 

The defence law, according to 
legal experts, is a static law that 
only becomes active in cases pre- 
scribed in the law itself and when 
the country is subject to external 
threat or internal strife. 

The amendment to article 2 of 
the law sparked a prolonged de- 
bate on the constitutionality of 
sub-article (c) proposed by the 
House Legal Committee. 

Members of the National Bloc 
attempted to repeal the amend- 
ment, but the Legal Committee's 
chairman, Mr. Hussein Mujuali, 
forcefully defended the proposed 
amendment. 


The prime minister, Mr. Mudar 
Badran, also qnestioned the 
amendment's constitutionality 
since in article 124 of the basic law 
there was no mention of par- 
liamentary control. 

Abdullah Zureikat, of the 
National Bloc proposed that the 
artide be put to the Higher Coun- 
cil for Constitution Interpretation, 
but his motion was not seconded. 

The second point of contention 
in the law was article 9, which, as 
proposed by the government, au- 
thorises the prime minister to com- 
pensate those who suffer damage 
through the application of the law. 
The Legal Committee proposed 
that any sufferer could go to court 

(Continued on page 2) 


Baghdad still awaiting 
‘ constructive’ proposals 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein 
said Sunday that he had yet to 
receive any “effective and con- 
structive” proposals to resolve 
the Gulf crisis, the Iraqi News 
Agency (TNA) reported. 

“Iraq bas and still considers 
that a solution to the Palestinian 
cause is the key to resolving the 
region’s problems in a compre- 
hensive manner,'’ he was quoted 
as telling Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister Budimir Loncar at a 


meeting in Baghdad. 

Loncar is visiting Baghdad on 
behalf of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in an lltb-hour bid 
to avert a Gulf war. The United 
Nations Security Council bas 
ordered Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait by Jan. IS or face force. 

Saddam said the key to a 
settlement was his Aug. 12 "in- 
itiative” which links setting up a 
Palestinian state and discussions 
on the Golf crisis. 

“Iraq has not received any 


effective and constructive prop- 
osals from the international par- 
ties towards a peaceful settle- 
ment of the region's problems,” 
INA quoted him as saying. 

A meeting between U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush and Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz was 
cancelled earlier this month after 
Baghdad fixed Jan. 12 for a visit 
to Baghdad by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Saddam assails Bush and 
Fahd in New Year message 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein attacked 
U.S. President George Bush and 
Saudi King Fahd on Sunday in a 
tough 20-minute New Year mes- 
sage which did not once mention 
Kuwait. 

In a televised broadcast, Sadh 
dam said good and evil were 
battling for supremacy in the 
world. 

“...In this confrontation those 
who betrayed the teachings of 
Jesus Christ... have been trap- 
ped by the devil... may God 


curse them all,” he said. 

He said Bush betrayed the 
teachings of Christ in the same 
way that Judas betrayed Jesus. 

Saudi King Fahd, custodian of 
Islam's two holiest shrines, 
should be called “the traitor of 
the two holy mosques" for let- 
ting foreign troops into the king- 
dom, Saddam said. 

The New Year message linked 
the “renegades and hypocrites 
(who) betrayed Islam” to the 
Saudi king, whose country hosts 
most of the half- milli on strong 


multinational force assembled 
against Iraq. 

The Iraqi leader cited the 
Israeli-occupied territories, the 
Golan Heights and Lebanon as 
regions where “security and 
peace remain today outside the 
reach of many people.” 
Saddam said that as the world 
celebrated the advent of a new 
year many were dying from mal- 
nutrition while grain was 
dumped in the sea to protect 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq has built oil pipeline, 
trenches around Kuwait 


AMMAN (R) — Iraq has built 
an oil pipeline and dug huge 
trenches in Kuwait along the 
Gulf coast and near the Saudi 
border in a bid to erect a wall of 
fire around the emirate in case of 
war, travellers from Kuwait said 
Sunday. 

A resident of Kuwait with 
extensive contacts there said a 
highly placed Kuwaiti oil indus- 
try official had said that Iraq had 
built a pipeline along the coast 
from the Ahmadi oil installation 
to Khafiji, near the Saudi 
border. 

Another traveller with access 
to military zones bad seen a 
similar pipeline running along a 
trench, five metres wide and five 
metres deep, along the border 
with Saudi Arabia, he said. 

Hie pipeline, with valves at 
regular intervals, carried crude 
03 from tie Ahmadi oil -installa- 


tion, about 30 kilometres from 
Kuwait City, and was intended 
to discharge oil which could be 
set alight in case of war, the 
sources said. 

U.S. -dominated forces in the 
Gulf are gearing up for possible 
war against Baghdad if its troops 
do not leave Kuwait by the Jan. 
15 deadline set by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

The oD source said only two 
small ofl fields were operating in 
Kuwait. Ahmadi, the only oper- 
ating refinery, had been produc- 
ing about 80,000 barrels a day, 
enough for Kuwait’s internal 
needs, before a decision by Itaq 
last week to increase daily pro- 
duction to about 200.000 barrels. 

The sources said Iraq had 
placed landmines in ofl fields 
and along die newly built pipe- 
line. 

The Kuwaiti resident told 


Reuters that he bad seen buried 
tanks, huge gun nests and 
barbed wire barrios along the 
coast buflt up over the past 
month. Iraq had taken over ami 
reinforced villas at strategic sites 
in Kuwait to use as military sites. 

“They’ve taken some man- 
sions that overlook highways 
and covered them up with mor- 
tar and bricks,” he said. 

Iraq has abolished the Kuwait 
Petroleum Company, the parent 
company of Kuwait's 
^gy firms which was 
l&gfr ofl marketing, bu 
♦Sained the Kuwait Ofl 
which is now directed by the 
Iraqi oil minister. 

It also abolished the Kuwait 
Petrochemical Industries Com- 
panay and shut down its fertiliser 
plants but is running a salt and 
chlorine plant at fell capacity, 
the sources said. 







The Upper House of Parliament fn session Sunday (Petra photo) 


Senate approves budget for 1991 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) Sun- 
day endorsed the state budget for the 
year 1991 at a meeting, chaired by 
Speaker Ahmad AJ Lawzi and 
attended by Prime Minister Mndar 
Badran and cabinet rmmsters. 

The Senate's financial committee 
member Hamd A1 Farhan read out 
the committee’s report on behalf of 
the committee's rapporteur, Khalil 
A1 Salem. 

The report paid tribute to the 
Finance Committee of the Lower 
House for its comments on revenue 
estimates and expenditure and re- 
commendations. It also praised the 
government for its e Sorts in prepar- 
ing a precise and objective budget, 
“which can serve as a working paper 


Mashat 


to rig* 1 with the crisis Jordan is 
currently passing through." 

The report outlined the enormous 
losses the Jordanian economy has 
incurred as a result of the observance 
of the United Nations Security 
Council resolution imposing sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 

The report voiced satisfaction with 
the government’s performance and 
achievements during the year 1990, 
and noted in particular the achieve- 
ments during the first part of the 
year, saying that such achievements 
bad exceeded the target goals. 

These achievements included a cut 
in expenditure, increase in revenues, 
application of austerity measures, 
rationalisation of consumption and 
expansion in basic services such as 


education, health and soda! welfare 
in addition to the introduction of a 
new agricultural policy at 

boosting agricultural production. 

The Senate voiced concern over 
the government's indebtedness, 
saying that it has exceeded the 
internationally-recognised safety 
limits. It also expressed concern ab- 
out the steep ri^rfln^ in the gro s s 
domestic product (GDP) caused by 
the Gulf crisis. 

The report noted with concern the 
high inflation rate of 10 per cent, and 
called for malting every possible 
effort to reduce it, 

The report called for investigation 
into the Petra Bank affair which bas 
caused the public sector a loss of JD 
250 milhot). 


The report also called for correct- 
ing what it termed as a great imba- 
lance in the financial organisation 
and noted that there are excesses 
and violations of the financial and 
monetary laws in force. 

The report criticised the budget 
speech of the finance minister for 
failing to address the issue of poverty 
and waited for providing information 
nnti figures to the legislative and 
executive powers on poverty, unem- 
ployment, drought and scarcity of 
water. 

The report recommended that the 
Upper Home approach the govern- 
ment to provide JD 500,000 to edu- 
cational development, and to allo- 

(Continued on page 2) 


Violence rages in occupied 


welcomes lands dozens wounded 



EC move 

By P.V. VTvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq welcomes the 
European Community (EC) in- 
itiative to explore means to re- 
solve the Guif crisis peacefully, 
but sucb an initiative would suc- 
ceed only if the Europeans 
adopted an independent 
approach to the problem, a 
senior Iraqi diplomat said Sun- 
day. 

Mohammad Sadeq A1 
Mashat, Iraq's ambassador to 
the United States, also said that 
the only way out of the “dilem- 
ma” over American- Iraqi con- 
tacts was for Washington to 
accept the “principle that each 
country sets its own dates for the 
meeting.” 

Asked whether the bickering over 
date far a visit to Baghdad by Amer- 
ican Secretary of State James Baker 
would be settled and the meeting 
would take place, the ambassador 
said: 

“It all depends on the Americans: 
We are open, we are flexible, we are 
ready to take the road to peace, 
(unlike) the Americans who say 
something and block it immediately. 
They are the ones who blocked 
dialogue and negotiations, not us." 

Mashat, speaking to report er s at 
Amman airport upon his arrival 
from Baghdad after 10 days of con- 
sultations anth President Saddam 
Hussein and 15 other Iraqi envoys 
from around the world, said despite 
“intimidations and heaps of threats” 
Iraq had proved that it “would not 
succumb and abandon its principles 
and rejection of doable standards." 

Mashat said his country welcomed 
efforts from “all sincere mediation 
efforts from countries and indi- 
viduals" to resolve the Gulf crisis, 
sparked by the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion 
and subsequent annexation of 
Kuwait. 

“It is high time for the Europeans 
to enudate their own policy and not 
be subservient to the American poli- 
cy.” be said in impose to a question 
On a meeting of the EC foreign 
ministers on Friday to discuss the 
Gulf crisis. “We hope that the Euro- 
peans 'Would see where their in- 
terests are, that their Interests are 
not linked to the American new 
imperialistic design after the with- 
drawal of the Soviet Union from the 
international scene." 

We welcome any independent 
effort on the European part," be 
added. 

Mashat, who flew into Amman 
accompanied by the Iraqi ambassa- 
dors to China, Japan and Canada on 
their way to their embassies, said 
Iraq remained “open... flexible and 
receptive to serious, indepth dia- 
logue and negotiations over all prob- 
lems of the Middle East." 

The ambassador reaffirmed the 
i position that Badidad “will not 
respect any Security Council resolu- 
tion as long as the dozens of other 
Security Council resolutions on the 
Middle East and the Palestinian 
problem remain shelved." 

“We will never accept the double 
standard of the United States, which 
heaps threats and intimidation on 

(Continued on uttiT) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Large-scale' vio- 
lence continued in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
dozens of Palestinians were re- 
portedly shot and wounded by 
Israeli soldiers. 

Curfews kept some 250,000 
Palestinians indoors throughout 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel imposed the curfews to 
prevent violence after dashes 
with soldiers in the Gaza Strip 
Saturdy left four Palestinians 
dead and 90 wounded, according 
to the military command. 

In the West Bank town of 
Yaabad, three Palestinian* 


known as collaborators with 
Israel , opened, fire .on the Arab 
activists stoning them and killed 
Rabiya Hamarshe, 26, Arab and 
media reports said. 

Many collaborators receive 
arms from Israel for protection. 

In the West Bank dty of Nab- 
lus, a Palestinian was killed by 
an explosive near the military 
headquarters, bnt the circumst- 
ances were unclear, Arab re- 
ports said. 

In two Gaza Qty districts, 
troops shot ami wounded 11 
protesters in the limbs with live 
ammunition and another seven 
with rubber bullets, reports said. 


EC to hold emergency 
talks on Gulf Friday 


PARIS (Agencies) — European 
Community (EC) foreign minis- 
ters will hold emergency talks on 
the Gulf crisis next Friday, only 
11 days before the U.N. dead- 
line for Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

A French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman could not say 
whether a new diplomatic drive 
would be discussed, but di- 
plomatic sources in Bonn said 
the meeting in Luxembourg was 
expected to reaffirm European 
solidarity with Washington. 

“That is the signal we should 
expect," he said. 

“We want to look at the cur- 
rent situation in the Gulf again 
in view of the Jan. 15 deadline 
and because we haven't discus- 
sed the subject on a ministerial 
level for three weeks due to the 
holidays,” another diplomatic 
source said. 

However other diplomats in 


Europe said some countries 
were concerned at the failure of 
attempts to open talks between 
the United States and Iraq. 

“In such a very difficult phase 
it is necessary to give diplomacy 
its chance in the search for 
peaceful solutions,” German 
Foreign Minister Hans- Dietrich 
Genscher said in a radio inter- 
view. 

A day earlier, Genscher prop- 
osed the emergency meeting of 
his EC colleagues to discuss the 
tense Gulf situation. Britain on 
Sunday welcomed the proposal. 

Genscher demanded that Iraq 
abide by U.N. Security Council 
resolutions ordering Iraqi troops 
to leave Kuwait by Jan. 15. 
International sanctions have 
been imposed on Iraq to try to 
force its departure. 

(Continued mi page 2) 


Iraq warns of Arab, 

Muslim anti-U.S. attacks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Iraqi ruling party said Sunday 
that all of Washington’s vital 
interests around the world would* 
be targets for guerrilla attacks if 
the United States launched a war 
to drive Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

The Iraqi leadership said 
Saturday its troops would not 
leave Kuwait before or after the 
Jan. 15 U.N. deadline for a 
withdrawal from the emirate 
under the threat of an attack by 
U.S. -dominated multinational 
forces in the Gulf. 

“We tell the U.S. administra- 
tion, which is saying that the 
confrontation will be imitwi 
within the (Gulf) battlefield, 
that all its vital interests all over 
the globe will be military tar gpfo 
for Muslim guerrilla attacks,” 
the ruling Baath Party newspap- 
er A1 Tbawra said in an edho- 
riaL 

It said" that hundreds of 


thousands of Muslim believers 
were prepared to direct power- 
ful, painful blows to the multina- 
tional forces 

“It will be among the first 
duties of Arab and Muslim holy 
fighters, who are eagerly wai ting 
for the beginning of the con- 
frontation, to open the fire of 
their anger towards the forces of 
tyranny who want to impose 
their evil to stop their march.” 

Sunday, Nayef Hawatmeh, 
leader of the Democratic Front 
for the liberation of Palestine, 
said in a new year statement the 
Palestinian people will fight with 
Iraq if war bleaks out with the 
multinational force and Israel. 

“We will deal intensive Mows 
to the enemy forces to confuse 
its movements... all the fleets, 
fighter planes and sophisticated 
weapons will not affiw the de- 
sire of the peoples of this area 
for freedom, independence and 

wwd of its wealth." ho cold. 


The army command con- 
finned that an Arab was killed 
by a fellow Palestinian in 
Yaabad and confirmed one 
Palestinian dead in unknown cir- 
cumstances in Nablus. 

In Rafah, where Saturday's 
violence initiated, stone covered 
streets were deserted except for 
army patrols and one burning 
tyre. 

One little boy waved a victory 
“V” sign at reporters and photo- 
graphers from behind the grill of 
his window. 


(Covtiraed on page 2) 


Algerian 
hij ack ends 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — Two 
alleged army deserters surren- 
dered peacefully Sunday after 
hijacking a domestic jetliner and 
holding 88 people hostage dur- 
ing two-day standoff on an air- 
port r un way, Algerian officials 
reported. 

The pair banded their firearms 
over to police shortly after dawn 
following 30 boors of dogged 
negotiations with Algerian au- 
thorities in the eastern city of 
Axmaba, the official APS news 
agency said. 

The deserters had demanded 
fuel to fly to a foreign country, 
possibly Egypt or Libya, but 
their motives remained un- 
known Sunday. 

Their surrender meant the li- 
beration of the pilot and copilot, 
the last hostages on the Air 
Algerie Boeing 737. They had 
earlier released 44 hostages held 
overnight in the aircraft, and 36 
others during negotiations Satur- 
day with Interior Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Mohammadi. 

APS identified the pair as 
deserters from the Saharan town 
of Ghardaia. They were whisked 
away in a police car to a undis- 
closed location. 

Their names, ages and other 
details were not revealed, and 
their motivation remained a 
mystery even to their captives. 

But there was also speculation 
they were Mnslim militants 
trying to draw attention to the 
plight of fellow believers feeing a 
crackdown - in neighbouring 
Tunisia. 

■ 

One of the 36 passengers re- 
leased before the hijack ended 
said the gunmen had told the 
pilot to fly to Tunis but to 
land at Aimaba, 60 kilometres 
from the border, because the 
Tunisian authorities would not 
accept .the plane. 

A French woman 
said one of the hijackers was 
armed with a pistol and the other 
carried a knife. "They behaved 
like iii a bad moviedk JBaulette 
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NEW YEAR'S ECONOMIC PULSE 


By Dr. Faked Frick 


An outlook for 1991 


TONIGHT is a taming point, separating not only two years, bat 
also two decades. The following days or weeks will answer the 
frequently asked question: War or peace? At this critical pant, it 
is extremely difficult to predict the future as the situation is s till 
wide-open to all possibilities. 

In forecasting the political, economic and social situation in 
Jordan, during the coming year, one has to start with the 
assumptions. The future is not strictly determined in advance, it is 
a range of probabilities and scenarios. The key probabilities in our 
case are: Peace, war and status quo. 

It goes without saying that war will bring with it the worst 
scenario for Jordan, and that the peaceful solution will result in 
tbe best scenario, while it is normal to make forecasts based on 
the continuation of the status quo. 

• If war were to break out any time during the next couple of 
weeks or mouths, the immediate results for Jordan would be 
devastating: A possible Israeli aggression, a mass transfer of 
Pales tinians from the West Bank, an influx of evacuees from Iraq 
and Kuwait, and the disruption of oil supply. 

If peace prevails, based on a middle of the road solution, 
Jordan will be a winner, and so will emerge all parties to the 
dispute. The new Arab order will be modi better to Jordan in that 
it will include the principle of pan-Arab national security, far 
di stribu t i on of wealth and responsibilities, and a form of Arab 
confederation. 

All-out-war and out-rigbt-peace are unlikely to happen. At 
least it does not make sense to make our projections based on 
either. It is of course wiser for the country to assume tbe worst. In 
ordeT to safeguard peace we have to be ready for war. However, I 


Ministers reply to queries on 
power, supply and education 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament held a ses- 
sion Sunday during which the 
government replied to a number 
of questions pnt forward by 
some diputies. 

During Sunday's session, 
which was attended by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran and tbe 
Cabinet ministers, the parlia- 
ment’s secretary general read 
out the government’s replies on 
queries related to ministries of 
energy and mineral resources, 
supply, education. 

In reply to a query by Deputy 
Abdullah A1 Nsour on electri- 
fication of two villages in South 
Shouneh, Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Thabet 
AJ Taher said his ministry has 
sent a letter to the Prime Minis- 
try about electrification of vil- 
lages and residential areas 
throughout Jordan, in accord- 
ance with priorities and availa- 
bility of funds. 

Answering a query by Deputy 
Fuad Khalfat on imports -of ' 
frozen chicken; -Supply Minister - 
Ibrahim Ayyoub said the local 
production of chicken was tlot 
enough to local needs, particu- 
larly in winter. Therefore the 
ministry imports frozen chicken 
to cover the shortage in tbe toed 
markets, he said. 

Education Minister Mrnam- 
mad Harri dan said in reply to a 
question about the cost- 
effectiveness of the ministry’s 
housing fund that it aims at 
granting subscribers loans for 


housing purposes. He said a 
total of 740 beneficiaries had 
beoefitted from the fond until 
tbe end of this year and the total 
loans granted amounted to JD 
8.4 million. 

The fund grants loans for 
buying houses or building booses 
and the loans are payable on 
monthly installments over a 
period of up to 20 years. 

The House discussed a request 
ion made by 16 deputies to 
debate the employment policy in 
force at the Civil Service Com- 
mission (CSC) and decided to 
refer it to the House’s Adminis- 
trative Committee to take it up 
with tbe CSC president The 
committee will prepare a de- 
tailed report on the subject fol- 
lowing its discussion with the 
CSC president The House also 
referred to the Legal Committee 
a revised draft law on the res- 
toration of Aqsa Mosque and 
tbe Dome of the Rock in Jeru- 
salem and a draft law on the 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation .for the year 
1990. .. . 

It further endorsed the Finan- 
cial Committee’s J^cision 
approving the importation and 
exportation law for the year 
1990. 

The law, which has undergone 
slight amendments, organised 
the steps followed in issuing ex- 
portation and importation li- 
cences and provides for collect- 
ing fines and duties on such 
licences. 



CDD head meets Balqa governor 

SALT (Petra) — Civil Defence Department (CDD) Director 
Major General Afif A1 Ghoul Sunday met Balqa Governor Faleh 
AJ Gharaibeh and members of the govern ora te’s Civil Defence 
Council. Ghoul discussed with them the govemorafce’s civil 
defence plans. Gharaibeh underlined the CDD’s role and 
voluntary works it is accomplishing. He said the govern crate’s 
Civil Defence Council would carry out practical exercises in civil 
defence works. 

Tafileh farmers aided 

TAFILEH (Petra) — Tbe Tafileh Govemorate’s committee 
entrusted with extending assistance to farmers growing cereals 
and cattle owners affected by the drought started Sunday 
distributing in-kind assistance to farmers. Tafileh Acting Gov- 
ernor Abdul Karim AJ Malahmeh, who chairs the committee, said 
the committee would be distributing flour, oil and vegetables to 
fanners provided that they do not receive any assistance from the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) or A1 Zakat (alms for the poor) 
committee. 

AMC issues Import export plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Marketing Corporation 
(AM G) issued its quarterly vegetables and fruits export/import 
plan for the months of January, February and March. The plan 
permits the exporting of all fresh fruits and vegetables while 
allowing importing only garlic and onions during the month of 
January. The plan also allows the Jordan Agricultural Manufac- 
turing and Processing Company to import apples as long as it 
controls selling it on the Jordanian markets. 

Banks aids municipality 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — Cities and Villages Development 
Bank has a JD 35,000 loan to A1 Masters' Municipality to help it 
cany out a commercial market construction project. The munici- 
pality is currently constructing a park in the town at the cost of JD 
33,000. The establishment of the park oomes in implementation of 
the municipality’s policy aimed at encouraging internal tourism. 

Evacuation exercise 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — Tbe Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) in North Shuneh carried out an evacuation exercise which 
jprfarted extin guishing a fire at Mu’az Bin Jabal Hospital* The 
director of the CDD in Shuneh said the exercise included training 
wokers and employees at tbe hospital on ways to evacuate it and 
to transfer the cases in it to an evacuation centre. He said tins was 
part of the department’s plan aiming at training citizens on civil 
defence works. He said 5,620 people were trained so far by the 
department in the district. 


shall make my projections assuming the continued tension, and 
preparedness but not the full scale war. 

■ 

Taking the last five months as a guide for the future, it is 
reasonable to expect a negative growth in the gross domestic 
product by 10 per cent, a stability in the volume of imports 
because lower standard of living will be offset by 10 per cent 
increase in population, a decline in exports by 15 per cent. Arab 
aid will be around zero, and foreign aid to the order of $250 
million, foreign exchange reserves of the Central Bank of Jordan 
may decline slowly but will remain within safe limits. The 
exchange rate will hold aD through 1991, the deficit in the budget 
will be around the plan, the inflati on rate will be to the order of 10 
per cent, and so will be the decline in the standard of living, 
expatriate remittances will range around $500 million, and 
unemployment rate may rise to reach 25 per cent. The major 
losing sectors wU] be tourism and transport, tbe minor losers will 
be industry and agriculture. Tbe results will be mixed for the 
financial and real estate sectors as well as for various services. 

It is tree that the Golf crisis caused huge losses to the Jordanian 
economy, but it did not deal a death blow, Tbe Iraqi ofl is saving 
Jordan some $400 million a year, and the suspension of debt 
service is easing pressure on the countries reduced foreign 
, exchange earnings. 

AO in all, the Jordanian economy will survive, and tbe changing 
circumstances may give rise to many opportunities for those who 
can see the positive side of any bad situation and try to make the 
best of it. 

Happy and peaceful new year. 


Chamber of Commerce to 
implement five-year plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federa- 
tion of Jor dani an Chambers of 
Commerce (FJCC) is going 
ahead with plans laid in its five- 
year general development prog- 
ramme for 1989-1994 to develop 
its various departments and 
agencies with a view to promot- 
ing Jordan’s national economy 
and stimulating trade with other 
nations, federation Chairman 
Mohammad Asfour said Sun- 
day. 

“The federation is developing 
its research department by 
enabling its staff to conduct field 
surveys about trade and econo- 
mic activities, has introduced a 
system by which encouragement 
is given to exporters of Jorda- 
nian products and is now in- 
creasing its cooperation with 
organisations concerned with ex- 
ports in the private and public 
sectors,” Asfour said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

..The federation, which came 
into being in 1955, seeks to 
achieve economic integration in 
the Arab World by encouraging 
inter-Arab trade and facilitating 
export/import operations, 
Asfour said. 

At present the federation has 
13 branches around the country, 
grouping 70.000 members, and 
they are all active in gathering 
information related to trade and 
economy, coordinating work 
with the Amman headquarters 
and helping solve problems re- 
lated to economic and trade 
arbitration, and issues related to 
other federations and chambers 
of commerce in Arab and fore- 


ign countries, Asfour added. 

The FJCC, Asfour said, main- 
tains membership at tbe Ministry 
of Industry and Trade's Jorda- 
nian Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JCCC), the Social 
Security Corporation, the Insti- 
tute of Public Administration, 
the Higher Supply Council, a 
government-appointed commit- 
tee for encouraging investments 
and various economic councils. 

In addition, he said, the fed- 
eration is an active member of 
the Arab Chamber of Agricul- 
ture, Industry and Trade and the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) and takes part in all 
activities conducted by the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation 
(TLO) and the chambers of com- 
merce linking the Arab World 
with chambers in Asia, America 
and Europe and tbe Internation- 
al Chamber of Commerce. 

He said that die federation 
had reached agreements for 
promoting trade and economic 
cooperation with various coun- 
tries and for the exchange of 
data and information related to 
training of personnel, organising 
trade fairs and a settling trade 
disputes through arbitration. 

He said that the federation has 
now set up tbe Amman Interna- 
tional Trading Company in 
cooperation with JCCC, the Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion, the Amman Chamber of 
Industry, the Housing Bank and 
the Arab Investment Bank to 
promote Jordan's trading poten- 
tials and to orient Jordanian 
companies on foreign markets to 
increase their exports. 



ship interception 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) Sunday 
issued a statement denouncing 
the inte r ception and seizure of 
the peace ship Ibn Khaldoun 
while on its way to Iraq carrying 
essential food supplies and medi- 
cines for Iraqi children as an act 
of piracy, and urged world orga- 
nisations to step up their efforts 
to achieve peace in the Gulf. 

“While peace loving people of 
tbe world are striving to attain 
peace in the Gulf, die United 
States continues to beat the 
dr u ms of war and uses its milit- 
ary, economic and political influ- 
ence to impose war on Iraq 
which it is now trying to starve,” 
said the statement issued by the 
JPA board. 

“The United States is en- 
dangering the lives of thousands 
of innocent people under the 
false pretext of implementing 
the international legitimacy, 
which has sow become known to 
be the American legitimacy, in 
order to stifle people’s freedoms 
and to deprive developing na- 
tions of die right to attain de- 
velopment,” said the statement 

It said that American-led nav- 
al forces in the Gulf were step- 
ping up their acts of piracy by 
seizing the peace ship which is 
carrying women and children 
and are now holding them hos- 
tage only because they had 
wanted to express their solidar- 
ity with the Iraqi people and to 
show their protest against war 
and aggression. 

The statement appealed to va- 
rious governments and organisa- 


tions to condemn tbe United 
States actions and to prevent a 
devastating war in the Gulf. It 
said that the United States and 
its allies shoulder the responsi- 
bility for any danger that might 
come to the Gulf and the Arab 
Nation. 

The 11333-tonne Ibn Khal- 
doun was stopped Wednesday 
by Western warships in tbe north 
Arabian Sea outside the Strait of 
Hormuz, gateway to the Gulf, 
and the boarding parties found 
that the ship earned 240 women 
and children phis basic huma- 
nitarian supplies destined for 
Iraqi children. 

TTie women on board tried to 
resist the boarding teams and 
there were some injuries. A 
Swedish woman on board has 
been airlifted to a Gulf hospital 

Meanwhile Oman's Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Mohammad Ben 

Sultan has denied media reports 
that tbe peace ship Ibn Khal- 
doun had been seized near the 
island of Masira. 

He said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
die ship was intercepted outside 
Oman’s territorial waters and 
Oman was not at all responsible 
for this action. 

He added that intensive 
efforts were being exerted to 
secure the ship’s release. 

Hie ambassador categorically 
denied that the United States 
had established military bases on 
Omani soil and stressed that no 
American forces were present in 
Oman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

■ 

EXHIBITIONS 
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PLO calls for the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolution 681 


AMMAN (J.f.) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Sunday called for the 
implementation of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution 681 which 
called for providing protection 
to the Palestinian people under 
Israeli jule. 

Bass&n Abu Sharif, advisor to 
Palestine President Yasser Ara- 
fat, told a press conference here 
that the Security Council should 
deal with the Palestine question 
simultaneously with the Gulf cri- 
sis, and implement its resolution 
which calls for giving protection 
to the Palestinians in the face of 
Israel’s repressive measures. 

“Escalation of repressive and 
terrorist actions against tbe 
Palestinians on die part of tbe 
Israeli forces and the killing of 
five Palestinians Saturday in 
Gaza Strip underline Israel’s 
premeditated plans to wage a 
war of terrorism on tbe Palesti-, 
mans in a bid to evict them from 
their homeland,” Abu Sharif 
told tbe press. 

Saturday’s brutal actions 
against tbe Palestinians, he said, 
manifests Israel’s total disregard 
to Security Council resolutions 
and its mockery of the world 
community’s principles and 
views. 


These killings, he said, come 
only a few days after “the U.N. 
Security Council had asked tile 
U.N secretary general to use the 
m yrtriar». given to him in order to 

protect Palestinians.” 

He said the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation called on U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Feres 
de Cuellar and the 15-member 
Security Council to “respect 
their own decisions and to act 
immediately to protect Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 


Abu Sharif said tbe Palesti- 
nian leadership bad taken “dear 
decisions to step up resistance to 
Israeli occupation.” 

He said that included un- 
armed Palestinian attacks 
against Israeli occupation forces 
and a wave of Palestinian stab- 
bings in the territories, captured 
from Jordan, Egypt and Syria 
during the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. 

“The steppin g op of oppres- 
sive violence by Isaeii forces wfll 
be met by more resistance by 
Palestinians. We will not allow 
at all the Israeli forces to terro- 
rise our people and kill civilians 
without resistance,” he said. 

Abu Sharif called on world 
public opinion to understand 



p Mia m Abu Sharif 

that by doing so, the Palestinian 
people are only using die rights 
endowed to them by the United 
Nations Charter and the Geneva 
Convention accords. 

The 1919 Geneva Convention 
«ik for protection and respect 
of the rights of citizens under 
occ up ation. 

The PLO official also called 
on all Arab people, mainly 
workers across the Arab World, 
to boycott all countries that pro- 
vide Israel with political, finan- 


cial or military support. 

“The FLO calls on the U.N. 
secreatry general to use his full 
authorities in implementing re- 
solution 681 in order to protect 
the Palestinians from further cri- 
minal actions,” Abu Sharif said. 

The resolution, he added, has 
authorised the seer catary gener- 
al to dispatch a team of U.N. 
officials and observers to moni- 
tor the situation inside the occu- 
pied territories and tbe FLO 
expects the United Nations to 
cany out its mission and, if need 
be, to send a multinational force 
to tbe occupied lands- to ensure 
protection for tbe Palestinians. 

Asked to comment mi the 
Gulf crisis, Abu Sahrif said that 
the PLO would pursue its efforts 
at all levels to find a political 
settlement to tbe crisis and pre- 
vent a war. 

“Should the United Stares 
wage war on Iraq, it would open 
the dooT for hostilities for the 
first time between tbe American 
and Arab people everywhere 
with unpredictable consequ- 
ences,” said Afra Sharif. 

He expressed confidence that 
an Arab solution based on Un- 
ited Nations legitimacy can lead 
to stability and security in the 
Gulf. 


Foreign embassies, nationals are not 
going as far as Americans before Jan. 1 5 


By Mariam M. Shahfti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While tbe Amer- 
ican government has advised its 
non-essential employees and 
citizens to leave Jordan well 
before January 15, m what was 
described as a “precautionary" 
measure in the event that anti- 
American sentiments increase 
should war erupt in tbe Gulf, no 
other embassy has made as strin- 
gent an “order” as the American 
government. 

It is true that several Western 
embassies have contacted their 
nationals, created warden sys- 
tems and held meetings or made 
suggestions as to what their 
nationals “could do” just before 
or after tbe deadline. But none 
has of yet actually told then- 
nationals that, they “should” 
leave. 

Brieftngs-or telephone -advice 
groen- by foreign embassies staff 
have htaihly' consisted of the 
following four essential points; 
1) Tourists have been discour- 
aged from travelling to Jordan 
for the time being by most coun- 
tries and if tourists or other 
travellers have come they have 
been advised to make sure they 
have a reservation for their trip 
back home on any airline which 
travels to and from Amman. 2) 
Most foreign nationals have 
been informed that they and 


their “dependents” should regis- 
ter with their embassies in case 
an evacuation should occur if 
war breaks out in tbe region. 3) 
Government or foreign staff who 
are on vacation or out of tbe 
country have been advised to 
extend their stay until things are 
“clearer” 4) Foreign nationals 
have been told to keep the 
“situation under review” and 
study the possibility of tearing if 
a war seems immin ent. 

Tbe nearest any country came 
to the American reaction was 
Australia, whose embassy, 
which distributed a circular writ- 
ten by the ministry of foreign 
affairs and trade in Canberra 
dated December 28, advised 
non-essential staff to consider 
leaving the region “temporarily” 
because of the “uncertain situa- 
tiou»ntfhe region.” The circular 
also said that air service from the 
■ f egion. to Australia may be re- 
'-tduced or cancelled altogether in 
some cases. 

While the Canadian Embassy 
has contacted its citizens to in- 
form them of tbe basic four- 
point briefing, Micheal Chesson, 
the embassy's first secretary, 
told the Jordan Times that the 
“Canadian Embassy cannot tell 
its citizens how to act.” 

“The Jordanians have a well 
deserved reputation for being 
hospitable to foreigners. Howev- 


er, should hostilities break out in 
the region no-one could predict 
(what the) reaction (might be),” 
Chesson said. 

While the British Embassy 
issued a circular encompassing 
the “four points” in mid- 
October, it has not issued any 
new suggestions since, according 
to an embassy spokesman. 

The German, French, Italian, 
Spanish, Swedish and Japanese 
embassies said thatdhey had not 
published or circulated any par- 
ticular notice advising their 
nationals to leave Jordan. 

“We have been updating our 
list of nationals, their addresses 
and phone numbers,” said an 
official at the Spanish Embassy 
Sunday. 

The German Embassy has 
organised an “mfoimationjmeet- 
■ing” for January 7 to brief Ger- 
.man jotizeps -and their r depen- 
dents on the situation. 2Sp»tfar 
nothing has been planned in 
terms of evacuation or notices to 
leave tbe country, but in re- 
sponse to a demand by our 
citizens we will give them a 
briefing on the 7th” said tbe 
embassy's oounoellor, Matthias 
Meyer. 

Despite some “unofficial" re- 
ports that the Soviet Embassy 
had planes ready to evacuate its 


here in Amman said that the 


Soviet Twisginm had not advised 
its citizens to leave tbe country. 

The Ptdlipphies Embassy de- 
nied haring advised its citizens 
to leave Jordan. “We have 
advised all our citizens who are 
in Jordan and do not have legal 
work permits to contact ns. 
that’s afi,” said a spokeswoman 
for the embassy. “We have also 
told our c i t iz ens that if then- 
annual leave falls due in this 
time period they may consider 
taking it now,” rise added. “We 
don’t want to create panic, but 
for those who can take their 
borne leave now there is no 
reason for delaying it.” 

While several major airline 
companies have suspended their 
Amman route altogether, sever- 
al others are considering similar 
moves. 

Meat foreign nationals who 
spoke to the Jordan Times 
shotaed no sign of fear for their 
safety because of possible anti- 
foreign sentiments. 

“We axe not afraid of the 
Jordanian people or that Sad- 
dam Hussein will start a war,” 
said a European women who has 
resided in Amman for 12 years. 
“Those who are afraid have 
already left,” she said. “What 
we are afraid of is that the 
American-led ‘coalition’ will 
start another world war in this 
region.” 


Ministry 
to Issue 
new 

coupons 

for 

subsidised 
food items 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply announced Sunday 
that it would be soon di s tri b u tin g 
new food coupons to enable 
Jordanians to buy sugar, rice and 
powdered milk at subsidised 


The new c o upo n s, it said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, are not very 
much different form the pre- 
vious coupons which were valid 
for the last part of 1990. 

The new coupons, which will 
be valid for the first four months 
of 1991, the statement said, took 
like die previous coupons but 
they have the seal of the Mink , 
try of Supply stamped on the 
back in red and black; except for 
the coupons for milk which are 
quite different from those of the 

past year. 

■ 

The ministry requested mer- 
chants not to accept or deal with 
coupons for sugar and rice unless 
they carry the specifications of 
the Mmistiy of Supply. 

Tbe coupons and ration cards 
were introduced in tiie past three 
months to allow only Jordanian 
citizens to benefit from subsi- 
efised sugar, milk and rice which 
are of great demand on the local 
market and to ration tbe sale of 
these commodities in view of the 
c ur re n t economic situation re- 
sulting from the Gulf crisis. 

Each of these commodities 
sells at nearly half the unsubsi- 
dised price offered to non- 
Jordanians. 

The previous coupons distri- 
buted by the Ministry of Supply 
tost their validity on Dec. 22. 


Seminar: Children strongly 
influenced by television 


By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian children 
are heavily exposed to and 
strongly by tekrisfon, 

said a Yarmouk Univer s ity pro- 


Rifrd is most concerned about. 

“Cartoons, which attract chil- 
dren, are the most violent prog- 
rammes shown, because in car- 
toons violence does not have any 
consequences,” Rifai told the 
on chil d safety in the 


tit with a 
tool, three accidents resulting 
from kitchen utensils, three 
general accidents, two stabbing 
accidents and one burning 
dent,” Dr. Rifai said. 


Dr. 23yad Rifai, in a working 
paper entitled “Children, Tele- 
vision and Injuries in tbe 
Home,” voiced concern over the 
amount of violence children are 
exposed to in prog ram mes not 
suitable for than. 

Rifai, a professor of journal- 
ism and advertising, said that 
“children learn by observation 
and they copy what they see.” 

He said that studies show chil- 
dren could remember violent 
scenes to the minutest detail up 
to and beyond eight months 
from the first time they saw 
them. 

But it is the programmer 
targeted at children that Dr. 


“People explode, get cot op, 
get crushed, get thrown off (tiffs, 
but reappear unharmed in the 
following scene,” he added. 

Dr. Rifai pointed out that 
children, seeing that no harm is 
done dining these scenes, may 
try to imitate them in real life, 
and expose themselves and 
others to possible harm. 

According to Rifai, there is a 
tremendous a m o unt of violent 

scenes in cartoons. 

“A angle Tom and Jerry* 
cartoon I studied contained eight 


for these “rough 
“Violent 
are designed to 


hit an object; seven accidents 
where one character was hit with 

an object; seven accidents of 
falling down, five accidents 


the 
op. 


“The problem is that young 
do not u nd e rstan d the 
concept of teteriskm, and may 
int e rp ret dungs in a c fiff e ieut 
way,” Rifai asserted. He cited 
an example of a four-year-old 
ghi who, seeing her father in a 
televised interview, asked: 
“How did dad get inside the 
television set?” 

“With that in mind, we can 
tell that dukhan take television 
very seriously,” be said. 

He advised that children 
watch television under close 
adult supervision. 


Feasibility study on King Abdullah canal ready in 1991 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A feasibility 
Study on boosting the effective- 
ness of the King Abdullah canal 
in tbe Jordan Valley, which be- 
gan in early 1990 is due to be 
completed early next year, and a 
consultancy firm conducting the 
study has prepared draft tender 
documents for the implementa- 
tion of the project, according to 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
Secretary General Abdul Aziz 
Wishah. 

“JVA board will study the 
document and the feasibility 
study in its final version before 
entering into serious discussion 
for financing the project which is 

to be implemented in the coming 

two years,” said Wishah in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

According to Wishah, tiie pro- 
ject is of paramount importance 
in view of the scarce water re- 


sources and the poor rainfall in 
Jordan, these factors constitute a 
real danger for farming which is - 
done mainly in the Jordan Val- 
ley region. 

“JVA which is the mam re- 
sponsible body for agriculture in 
the Jordan Valley region, is con- 
cerned with m aintaining King 
Abdullah (formerly East Ghor) 
canal to prevent leakage and to 
save the precious water for 
irrigation,” said Wishah in ins 
statement 

Hie said that the feasibility 
study for the four facet project 
first entails conducting a com- 
prehensive survey of the total 
length of the c a rol, its installa- 
tions, pumping stations and 
equipment installed along the 
network. 

The second stage mu* for en- 
suring the flow of a steady low 
level of water supplies to reduce 


% 

die use of irrigation water and tc 
ensure no flooding will occur. 

The thud stage entails con- 
ducting maintenance work along 
the canal and the installations as 
well as control gates. The fourth 
stage entails assessment of the 
financial cost of inqilementing 
the project. 

The canal extends from Yar- 
mouk River in the north to the 
Dead Sea in tbe south, a length 
of 110 kilometres. 

Accorcfing to Wishah, the can- 
al can provide irrigation water ti 
24,000 ' 


Wishah said that the first p 
of tiie canal, a length of 
kilometres, was built 23 ye 
ago, but subsequent extent 
work was conducted adding 
to tiie canaTjt length and bo< 
ing it to benefit the entire Jon 
Valley region.. 
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Small link 


in big chain 


SOVIET JEWISH emigration to Israel has reached 
new and ominous heights this year, with about 35,000 
emigrants expected to arrive in December alone. The 
total number of emigres from the Soviet Union is 
projected to top the 180,000 figure during this year, 
thus malting 1990 a record year for Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestine. This bumper year for Jewish 
resettlement in Israel comes at a critical juncture in the 
search for an equitable solution to the Palestinian 
question. It also comes ami d escalation of Israeli 
oppression against the Palestinian people under 
occupation. No doubt the swelling of the Jewish 
population in Israel will beef up the demographic 
strength of the Zionist state and make the resolution of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict that much more removed 
from realisation. This added strength to Israel has 
prompted Tel Aviv to describe the Soviet complicity in 
the upsurge in Soviet Jewish transfer to Israel as an 
invaluable instrument that will make Israel a “great 
nation” at a time when the U.S. is still bolstering its 
prowess militarily and economically. 

No wonder then that the sense of desperation among 
the Palestinians under occupation is increasing by 
leaps and bounds. The Palestinians are among the first 
to recognise that the p re- 1967 borders of Israel will 
never be enough to cope with the massive new arrivals 
who will have to struggle against the indigenous people- 
of the West B ank and Gaza Strip over territory and 
water resources. And when, about two million Jewish 
immigrants end up taking roots in Israel, there is no 
way that such masaze r es ettle me nt will not be at the 
expense of the Arabs in the occupied territories. 

With Moscow and Washington sending such nega- 
tive signals to the Arab World, it is hardly surprising 
that the Arabs themselves are not taking seriously 
their own verbal protestations against the policies of 
the two big powers and Israel itself. This has naturally 
strengthened the call by Baghdad for establishing a 
linkage between the conflict over Palestine with that 
over Kuwait. In this vein, Iraq’s legitimate and well 
justified request for maintaining such an association 
between the two situations becomes the request of the 
Arabs everywhere who are genuinely concerned about 
the fate of the Palestinian people. 

Meanwhile, the least that the Arab countries which 
are allying themselves with the U.S.-led coalition 
against Iraq can do is to address this massive Jewish 
immig ration in an effective way. If linking the Kuwaiti 
conflict with the Palestinian situation is also anathema 
to their way of thinking, the minimum that they can be 
expected to do in return is to insist on a linkage 
between Jewish immigration and the resolution of the 
Palestinian problem. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A genera] strike staged by the Palestinian people in the occupied 
Arab territories Friday was in protest against continued crimes 
committed by Jewish settlers and as a tool used by the Arab 
population in their resistance against Israeli occupation, said A1 
Ra’i daily Saturday. The paper said that the strike served as a 
notification to the world community and Arab Nation that the 
recent U.N. Security Council resolution dealing with the situation 
in the occupied Arab territories did not provide protection to the 
Palestinians whose conditions are deteriorating and whose human 
rights are constantly violated. The general strike is a call on all 
peace loving people of the world to rally for the support of the 
oppr e ssed Palestinians, and for calling on the Security Council to 
take very drastic actions to deter Israel from committing further 
atrocities and crimes against the Palestinian people and not to 
suffice itself by issuing mere resolutions which are not im- 
plemented, the paper noted. We need practical action by the 
Security Council which had repeatedly announced its determina- 
tion to see international legitimacy implemented to safeguard, 
world peace and security, the paper demanded. The paper said 
that the Security Council should be urged to take action against 
Israel, and the Arabs should not be deterred by the fear that 
Washington could veto the resolution because, the paper said, 
Washington's hostile action in this matter is needed so that those 
Arab states now aligning themselves behind the United States in 
the Gulf crisis would take a different stand, and join the general 
Arab effort to stem Israel's criminal actions. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday Names the killing of a 
20-year-old man in Zarqa on the availability of fire arms with the 
public, and says regardless of the motives for the murder, the 
availability of the weapons with or without licence can lure people 
to use them. Fakhri Kawar says that the 20-year-old man, Bashar, 
who was murdered along with his mother by his own father fell as, 
a victim of the availability of fire arms with the bead of the family. 
I do not know yet the motives behind the killing winch took place 
in Zarqa on Thursday, but I do realise, as does everybody else 
that had not the weapon been there, the murder could not have 
been committed, the writer notes. Many of the crimes committed 
in our society, the writer adds, take place as a result of feuds, and 
probably in a fit of anger and rash actions, with the result that 
many innocent lives are lost. 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA'— The U.S.-led 28- 
nation force in the Gulf, the 
biggest such force assembled 
since the Korean war, is ex- 
pected to have a strength of 
more than 550,000 personnel by 
the end of January. 

Iraq has an estimated 540,000 
troops in Kuwait and southern 
Iraq and has mobilised tens of 
thousands more men. 

Here is a breakdown of the 
forces confronting rea c h other in 
the Gulf: 

The United States: There axe 
around 300,000 military person- 
nel now in the region in Opera- 
tion Desert Shield. In tbe next 
few weeks, that will reach 
430,000. At the peak of the 
Vietnam War in 1968, some 

545,000 Americans were in- 
volved. 

Ground forces deployed in the 
first wave include the 82nd “AD 
American” Airborne Division, 
tbe 101st ‘‘Screaming Eagles” 
Airborne Division, the 24th 
Mechanised Infantry Divirion, 
the 11th Air Defence Artillery 
Brigade, 197th Mechanised In- 
fantry Brigade, the 1st Cavalry 
Division and the 3rd Armoured 
Cavalry Regiment. 

The second- wave deployment 
includes three armoured divi- 
sions from Germany, tbe 1st, 
2nd and 3rd, that will bolster 
American offensive capability 
on the ground for a possible 
thrust against Kuwait if it is still 
occupied by Iraq after the Jan. 
15 U.N. deadline for withdraw- 
al. 

The U.S. force will have 
around 2,000 tanks when de- 
ployment is completed. 

Three carrier battle groups 
built around the USS America, 
tbe USS Theodore Roosevelt 
and the USS Ranger, and the 
battleship USS Missouri, 300 
more combat jets and the 
45 ,000 -man 5th Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force will also be de- 
ployed in tbe second phase. 

Current amphibious capability 
is provided by 45,000-man of the 
1st, 4th and 7th Marine Expedi- 
tionary Brigades (MEF) who 
make up the 1st MEF. When 
deployment is complete, virtual- 
ly the whole of tbe U.S. Marine 
Corps will be committed to De- 
sert Shield. 

There is- a special-forces con- 
tingent from the 1st Special Op- 
erations Command; 


The U.S. fleet already in the 
Gulf, the Arabian Sea and the 
Eastern Mediterranean totals 
around 55 ships. They include 
the aircraft carriers Saratoga. 
John F. Kennedy and Midway, 
the battleship Wisconsin with 32 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, five 
missile cruisers, four destroyers, 
several frigates, plus supply 
ships and an estimated six to 
eight nuclear submarines. 

Tbe aircraft carriers now in 
place have a combined strike 
force of 180 A-6 intruders F/A-18 
Hornet fighters and F-14 Tom- 
cats. The marines have some 60 
AV-8B Harrier jump-jets. 
Those numbers will be doubled 
when the second-phase forma- 
tions arrive. 

Among the 800 air force com- 
bat ai rcra ft deployed so far are 
22 F117A Stealth fighter- 
bombers and as many as 38 
long-range F-111F bombers. 

There are an estimated 150 
F-16s and F-15s, more than 70 
A-10 tank-killing Thunderbolts 
and unspecified numbers of F-4 
Wild Weasel air-defence sup- 
pression jets and other combat 


Half a million soldiers ready to do their duty 





American soldiers use a drainage ditch to shelter from dost as they eat. their lunch in Saadi Arabia. 


aircraft deployed at 30 airbases 
in the region. Three squadrons 
are based in southern Turkey. 

A squadron of an estimated 26 
B-52G strategic bombers is on 
the Indian Ocean island of 
Diego Garcia. 

Britain: With 18,200 person- 
nel in the region, and 16,000 
more to be deployed by mid- 
January, Britain will have the 
second largest western contin- 
gent in the region after the Un- 
ited States with 35,000 men, at 
least 50 combat jets and a naval 
armada. 

It is Britain’s biggest military 
deployment abroad since the 
Korean war. 

The three-ship Annilla patrol 
permanently in the Gulf was 
beefed up to 16 ships, including 
three- missile destroyers, five 
mrssffe frigates, three mineweep- 
eiS* tffth Support ships; 1 J 

Four squadrons of Tornado 
and Jaguar interceptors and 
ground attack jets are in Saudi 
Arabia and B ahrain . Three Nim- 
rod maritime reconn aisance air- 
craft are in Oman. More Jaguars 
are expected. 

Tbe 7th Armoured Brigade, 
successors to tbe famous “De- 
sen Rats” of World War 13, with 
120 Challenger tanks and 9,500 
troops is attached to the U.S 
marine force in northeastern 
Sandi Arabia in Britain's biggest 
military operation since tbe 1982 
Falkland; War against Argenti- 
na. 

It is being joined by the “in- 
fantry heavy” Fourth Brigade 
from Germany, with 13 Challen- 
gers, scores of armoured fighting 
vehicles, artillery, multiple rock- 
et launchers. 36 attack and scout 
helicopter and major engineer- 
ing units whose task will be to 
breach Iraqi defences in Kuwait. 
Tbe mo brigades will form the 
30.000-man 1st armoured divi- 


sion. 

France: By mid-January it wi]] 
have 10.000 men in the region, 
including army formations mak- 


ing up the 6th Light Armoured 
Division. It is the biggest French 
military deployment overseas 
since the 1954-62 Algerian war. 

It has 12-14 warships with 
some 1.200 men deployed. The 
warships include a guided- 
missile cruiser, two missile des- 
troyers, four frigates and a cor- 
vette with support vessels. 

France has sent three squad- 
rons of interceptors and fighter- 
bombers and another squadron 
has been committed. 

Its 4,000-man rapid action 
force is deployed with Arab 
forces in the northeastern Saudi 
desert. It includes the 5th Com- 
bat Helicopter Regiment with 42 
gunships, the Foreign Legion's 
2nd infantry regiment with anti- 
tank missiles, the 1st Spahis 
.Cavalry Regiment -with 
armoured vehicles and as anti- __ 
aircraft missile unit. France may 
soon send an additional 1.000- 
man artillery unit with 24 155- 
mm guns. 

A second- wave deployment 
now under way includes a 
marine artillery regiment, 
another combat helicopter reg- 
iment with 24 Puma gunships 
and a Dragoons regiment with 
40 AMX-30 battle tanks. 

A company of 190 paratroop- 
ers equipped for chemical war- 
fare is in the United Arab Emi- 
rates. There are 7,300 para- 
troopers stationed in Djibouti 
across the Red Sea from Saadi 
Arabia with a squadron of Mir- 
age fighters. 

Italy: The frigates Libccdo, 
Orsa and Zeffiro and a support 
ship, the Stromboli, are in the 
Gulf. Tbe corvettes Minerva and 
Stinge are in tbe Eastern 
Mediterranean replacing U.S. 
units assigned to tire Gulf. 

A squadron of eight Tornado 
fightere is based near Abu Dhabi 
to provide air cover for Italian 
warships. Six Starfighier jets are 
to be deployed. No ground force 
deployment is planned. 

Canada: The destroyers Atha- 


ba skan and Terra Nova and the 
supply ship Protecteux are head- 
ing for the Gulf. A squadron of 
IS CF-18 fighter jets from Ger- 
many is in Saudi Arabia. 

The Netherlands: Tbe frigates 
Witte de With and Pieter Florisz 
are in the Gulf of Oman with the 
combat supply ship Zuiderkruis. 

Spain: The frigates Nuaman- 
cia, Infanta Cristina and Diana 
are patrolling the Bab A1 Man- 
deb Strait, southern gateway to 
the Red Sea. 

Australia: Tbe guided-missile 
frigates Adelaide and Darwin 
and the supply ship Success are 
in the Red Sea. 

Belgium: The minehunters 
Iris and Myosotis with the supply 
ship Zinnia are in the Gulf of 
Oman. The Belgians have also 
committed- four C-130 military 
transport planes. . . 

Argentina: Tbe destroyer 
Almirante Brown and the frigate 
Spiro are in the Red Sea. A 
100-man army unit will also be 
sent. 

Tbe Soviet Union: The 
Udaloy-dzss destroyer Admiral 
Tributs and an anti-submarine 
ship are in the Gulf of Oman. 
Moscow has indicated it would 
send ground froces, but only 
under U.N. command. 

Greece: The frigate Elli is in 
the Red Sea. Greece is supplying 
merchant ships for the U.S. sea- 
lift. 

Germany: It is providing mer- 
chant ships to the sealift, 
ammunition for the British 
forces and $2 billion towards tbe 
multinational force. Germany’s 
constitution prohibits it commit- 
ting military fo rces. 

Denmark: The corvette Olfert 
Fischer is in the Gulf. Danish 
merchant ships are helping in the 
U.S. sealift. 

Norway: The coast guard cut- 
ter Andenes is in the Gulf sup- 
porting the Danish corvette. 
Norway has offered anti- 
cbemical warfare equipment. 

Portugal: Tbe naval support 


Sao Miguel is carrying equip- 
ment and supplies to the British 
force. Portugal has also allowed 
U.S. aircraft to refuel at its 
airbases. 

Poland: It will send a military 
field hospital and a hospital ship 
to the Gulf. 

Czechoslovakia: It has sent a 
200-man army unit with anti- 
chemical warfare equipment, the 
first Warsaw Pact country to 
send forces to the Gulf. 

Honduras: It is sending 150 
troops to Saudi Arabia and poss- 
ibly 350 more, in the country’s 
first foreign military deploy- 
ment. 

Bulgaria: It will sent a small 
detachment of military medical 
personnel. . 

New Zealand: It is sending 
two i G-13Q- transports and an 
army, medical team. 

The Philippines: It will send a 
small volunteer detachment of 
military medical personnel. 

Allied Arab forces: 

The Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, The United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar and Kuwait): A 
rapid deployment force of up to 

10,000 troops is based at HafrAl 
Batin, northeast Saudi Arabia, 
65 kilometres south of the 
Kuwait border. They and allied 
Arab-Xslamic forces form the 
first line of defence, wild) die 
Americans and others south of 
them. 

Tbe GCC force has been 
beefed up with some 7,000 sol- 
diers of Kuwait's 20,000-man 
army who escaped their country 
when Iraq invaded. Most of their 
heavy weapons were captured by 
Iraq, but some combat jets, nav- 
al attack craft and tanks were 
saved. 

The GCC and other Gulf 
Arab forces total around 150500 
men, 330 combat air craft, 800 
tanks and 36 major naval units, 
although not all are likely to be 
involved in Desert Shield. 

They are s u pp ort e d by: 


Egypt: 20,000 troops, in|ud- 
jng paratroopers, coBxnvQKgps, 

chemical warfare specialistsjuid 
infantry, are in Sandi Arabia 
with- some 400 tan ks . Hie force 
includes the 3rd and 4th 
.armoured divisions and the 3rd 
mechanised infantry division. 
Another 7,000 mm are being 
sent. Some 2,250 troops are in 

the UAE. 

Syria: Some 19,000 troops, 
including elite special fores. un- 
its who fought the Israelis and 
others in Lebanon, are in Samfi 
Arabia. Most of the 15, 000-man 
9th Armoured Division with 
some 270 T-62 tanks, have ar- 
rived. Another 2,000 troops are 

m the UAE. 

Pakistan: 5,000 troops are m 
fi finrK Arabia and 2,000 in the 
UAE with 1,000 advisers. Some 

5.000 advisers axe already 
attached to the Saudi armed 
forces. An additional armoured 
division may be committed. 

Morocco: It has 1,200 troops 
in Saudi Arabia and 500 in the 
UAE. 

Bangladesh: It has 2,000 
troops, including engineering 
anri infan try units, in Sandi Ara- 
bia. 

Senegal: 500 troops are in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Niger: It has sent 480 troops to 
guard the holy shrines of Mecca 
and Medina in Sandi Arabia. 

Iraq: 

The army fra* seven corps 
totalling 55-60 divisions. There 
are 555,000 regular troops and 

480.000 reserves all of whom are 
believed to have been mobilised. 
Regular forces include six divi- 
sions of elite Republican 
Guards. 

Iraq says it has a mili tia called 
the popular army with eight mil- 
lion men, bat its true strength is 
anted at around 850,000. 


es 


Iraq has 5,500 tanks, including 
some 500 high-quality T-72s and 

1.000 medium-quality T-62s; 
3,500 artillery guns; 200 multiple 
rocket launchers; an estimated 
500 surface-to-surface mi ss ile s; 
more than 330 surface-to-air 
missile launchers, including cap- 
tured Kuwaiti systems; some 700 
combat aircraft, including 
Soviet-supplied long-range SU- 
21 fighter-bombers and adv- 
anced MiG-29 interceptors, 
spread around an estimated 25 
heavily protected airbases. 

Its main naval units are a 
training frigate with anti- 
' Submarine torpedoes; an esti- 
=- mated eight Soviet- built missile- 
■ ' attack entfr and six' torpedo 
boats plus several captured 
Kuwaiti missile craft. 

In Kuwait, Iraq has an esti- 
mated 13 divisions, four of them 
armoured, totalling 280,000 
troops, 2,200 T-55 and T-62 
tanks and a buildup continues. 

A further 15-18 divisions, in- 
duding the Republican Guard 
divisions with up to 1,800 tanks 
and 800 guns, are dug-in in 
southern Iraq as a strategic re- 
serve. This also includes ele- 
ments of the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 7th. 
army corps. All told fins force 
has some 230,000 men with 750 
gnus. Also deployed in the 
Kuwait theatre are 2,500 
armoured personnel carriers and 
2,700 guns. 

Iraq is deploying some 

250.000 more men — seven new 
divisions and 150,000 reservists 
— in Kuwait. 

Silkworm anti-ship 
are believed to have been de- 
ployed to counter any U.S. 
amphibious landing in Kuwait. 
Frog-7 battlefield missiles have 
also been deployed, including 
batteries captured in Kuwait, 
behind formidable defence lines. 


Iran finds its way back into Gulf 



By AJy Mahmoud 

The Associated Press 


DOHA. Qatar — Spurred by 
Iraqi aggression. Golf Arab 
leaders say they’re ready to 
foTge a sew regional security 
structure with Iran, a country 
that for years they feared. 

But some observers are scep- 
tical that Iran and its neighbours 
will ever overcome motnai suspi- 
cions and engage in meamngfcl 
cooperation to defend tbe oil- 
rich region. 

The Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil — Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and Kuwait — was formed 
in 1981 primarily to counter the 
threat posed by Iran’s Islamic 
revolution and its stated aim of 
toppling tbe conservative Golf 
monarchies. 

But Iranian President Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani began a process of 
rapprochement with the Gulf 
states following the death of 
Iran's revolutionary leader. 
Ayatollah RuhoQah Khomeini, 
in Jane 1989. 

Saddam Hussein’s Aug. 2 sei- 
zure of Kuwait accelerated that 
process. Rafsanjani's foreign 
minister, Ali Akbar Velayaxi, 
has been conning Iran's jittery 
neighbours since then. 

Saddam's actions proved bow 
vulnerable tbe Gulf states were 


and underlined their depend- 
ence on the Americans, despite 
massive spending on high-tech 
weaponry. 

The leaders of the GCC states 
m ad e clear during a four-day 
summit in Doha that ended last 
Tuesday that they now believe 
Iras has to be part of long-term 
defence arrangements in the 
strategic region. 

A summit communique ex- 
pressed interest in develop ing 
“special relations” with Tehran 
and urged it to settle differences 
with GCC states “seriously and 
realistically.” 

Kuwait's minister of state for 
foreign affairs. Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammed A1 Sabah, stressed 
during a recent visit ro Tehran: 
"without the powerful presence 
of Iran, no regional security is 
possible or practical.” 

Sheikh Nasser's statement re- 
flected how the political map of 
the region has been turned up- 
side down by the invasion of 
Kuwait, producing alignments 
that only a couple of years ago 
would have been unthinkable. 

Iranian-backed terrorists for 
years waged a bombing cam- 
paign in Kuwait and tried to 
assassinate the emir. Sheikh Ja- 
ber A1 Ahmed A1 Sabah, in 
1985. 

Tbe Iranians plotted in 1981 to 
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The indications are that Saudi Arabia 
and Iran could soon restore relations, 
a necessary step before the two big- 
gest Gulf states can join forces in a 
new security structure. 


topple Bahrain's ruling family. 
Saudi Arabia was a target for 
Iranian subversion where it hurt 


most, die annual Haj to Mecca. 
Riyadh severed relations with 
Tehran in April 1988. 


Most of the GCC states 

with Iraq during the 1980-88 war 
wifi) Iran. Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia gave an estimated $34 
billion to Baghdad. Iran attack- 
ed their ships in retaliation. 

Since the 1988 ceasefire, Raf- 
sanjani has tried to end Iran's 
isolation and rebuild bridges 
with his neighbours. - 

The indications are that Ranrfj 

Arabia and Iran could soon 

tore relations, a necessary step 
before the two biggest Golf 
states can join forces in a new 
security structure. 

That’s unlikely to happen until 
Kuwait has been liberated and 
Iraq humbled. 

There will be other obstacles 
to overcome. 

Iran is nicely to demand a 
pre-eminent position in any 
alliance that emerges, something 
the Gulf Arabs are not expected 
to accept without murmur. 

Diplomats said Iran stands to 
gain the most from an affiance 
and cautioned that Tehran was 
not expected to abandon its aim 
of regional domination. 

Iran has opposed the invasion 
of Kuwait, but it has rondo 
moed the Western military force 
brought into the Gulf bv tbe 
Saudis. 

The Americans say they want 

to see a new security structure in 


the region, which sits on two- 
thirds of the world’s oil reserves. 

Sandi and other Arab officials 
say that will involve sizeable 
U.S. forces staying on for some 
time, a factor likely to antagcF 
rose the Iranians and other Mu*, 
lim fundamentalists. 

Iran’s radicals oppose any rap- 
prochement with Sandi Arab& 
Rafsanjani has largely outflank- 

i - •;!- 

m a post-F^ 


res- ed them 



power struggle, but they remaifl 
a thorn in his side. 

Tehran's radical Kayhan Difly 
os Friday faiwH a regional 
defence accord as “a nriragt? 1 
and warned that Iran would ft 
“the only loser." 

It said that the GCC was:* 
U.S. creation and that 
with the Gulf states would 
serve Washington's in t er ests.?^ 

“In drawing closer to Iran;# 
Arabs are motivated more % 
spite toward Iraq and less 
conviction about Iran's 
potted good intentions," i 
Sandi newspaper editor who: rip 
quested anonymity. 

But Qatar's foreign 

Mubarak A1 Khater, no# 

“OUT de t e r m inatio n to im#? 
Iran in the Gnlf-wide security 
arrangements is based primarily 
on geographical realities and^ft 
expressed willingness of ft* 
Tehran government.” 
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Girts School 

%a daily 12A0-3:30 

P„l Z2- 

6 : 30 -bGdoight 

ULsurn 


P£>C* NC ' ^cSTflUttANT 


authentic 

CHINESE 
CUISINE 


shcfflisani_ ieI~6ft OJMJ / 
(closed on moreti}-i> / 


A 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
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Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only- 
Tel: SI 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight j 
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i Special Executive Luncheons 
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After the Philadelphia Hotel 
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The Rrst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 

room..! 
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Pakistan plans wide-ranging 
financial, commercial reform 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
intends to abolish exchange con- 
trols and slash tariffs on imports 
as part of a radical economic 
reform programme. Finance 
Minister Sartaj Aziz has said. 

Within three to four months 
there will be a major liberalisa- 
tion of exchange controls pro- 
vided the nation's foreign ex- 
change reserves are at an adequ- 
ate level, he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“We are going to reduce gra- 
dually and ultimately abolish ex- 
change controls,'* said Aziz, who 
described the plan as a “calcu- 
lated risk.’* 

The uncertainty created by the 
Gulf crisis coold eventually be- 
nefit Pakistan as Middle East 
capital looked for a more secure 
home, the minister said. 

“Don’t forget that after (prob- 
lems in) Lebanon, there were 
people looking for somewhere to 
put their money,*' Aziz added. 

Currently Pakistan has to ugh 
restrictions on transfer of funds 
in and out of the country. 

Foreign investors must get 
permission from the government 
to repatriate profits while Pakis- 
tanis living here are not allowed 
to set up bank accounts abroad 
and face limits on the amount of 
foreign exchange they can take 
out of the country. 

Aziz said Pakistan’s highly 
protective tariff system would be 
dismantled over the next two 
years with the average tariff rate 
cut to 30 per cent from 75 per 
cent currently. 

The plans are part of an ambi- 
tious drive to reform the eco- 
nomy. The new conservative 


government of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, which was elected 
at the end of October, has 
announced a major privatisation 
programme and a package of tax 
and duty incentives to promote 
industry. 

Aziz said if Pakistan could 
make its economy more outward 
looking then annual economic 
growth rates of nine to 10 per 
cent would not be beyond it. 

However, the Gulf crisis has 
been threatening to send the 
economy into a tailspin before 
the reforms have time to work. 

“It is really unfortunate that at 
a time when we are making 
dramatic changes in our policy 
framework and moving ahead 
fast there should be an unfavour- 
able international environment 
for ns,** Aziz said. 

The impact of Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait on Islamabad is less 
now than it was in October 
because of the drop in oD prices. 

Aziz said the Gulf crisis would 
cost Pakistan a total of $1.4 
billion a year in higher oil costs 
and loss of trade and remittances 
from Pakistani workers who fled 
the; Gulf. This is down from 
around S2.0 billion estimated 
two months ago. 

Pakistan's foreign exchange 
reserves are depleted, sinking to 
a dangerously low $59 million at 
the end of November, enough to 
cover only three days of imports. 
They have since recovered to 
between $150 and $200 million, 
Aziz said. 

The government is desperate- 
ly trying to promote exports 
through incentives and is seeking 
emergency econo mic__aid to in-. 


crease the reserves and replace 
lost revenue. 

Aziz said the revenue gap had 
been partially dosed by a 25 per 
cent rise in export earnings in 
the first five months of the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1991 from 
the year-earlier period. He did' 
not disclose the precise figures. 

In June the government of 
former prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto set an export target of 
$5-5 billion for 1990/91 against 
$4.8 billion in 1989/90. 

Pakistan’s economic aid posi- 
tion has been sticky following a 
decision by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to sus- 
pend payments from a funding 
package last June because of 
Is l a ma bad's failure to meet a 
series of economic targets. 

New U.S. economic and milit- 
ary aid was suspended from Oct. 

1 after President George Bush 
failed to certify that Pakistan 
was not developing nuclear 
weapons. 

But Aziz said he was confident 
that the IMF and the World 
Bank would offer Pakistan 
financial support to help offset 
the Gulf crisis impact. 

“The reform agenda for priva- 
tisation, for deregulation, for 
financial reforms, for banking 
reforms is now running ahead of 
the expectations of these institu- 
tions,” he said. 

Pakistan is hoping for aid from 
Gulf states. Kuwaiti Ambassa- 
dor Oasim Omar A1 Yagout said 
about three weeks ago that his 
government, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates would 
probably lend Pakistan $500 mil- 
lion to bolster its reserves. 


Barclays to acquire 
Europeenne de Banque 


PARIS (AP) — The French 
government has approved plans 
for Barclays Bank of Britain to 
acquire Europeenne de Banque, 
a unit of Credit Commercial de 
France (CCF), for a total 
amount of 1.5 billion francs 
($300 million), CCF and Barc- 
lays said in a joint communique. 

The British banking group will 
initially acquire 51 per cen'S'tif.J 
Europeenne de" Banque and wffl- 
purchase the remaining 19HfMF 
cent early next year, the state- 
ment said. 

A protocol agreement on the 
sale was reached earlier this 
month between the French pri- 
vately owned bank' and the 
French subsidiary of the Barc- 
lays Group. 

Barclays already has a French 
presence through its French sub- 
sidiaries Barclays Bank S.A., 
Ge Financiers Barclays and its 
stockbrokerage Puget-Mabe 
S.A. 

The acquisition will give Barc- 


lays some prestigious real estate 
in central Paris, 16 branch 
offices throughout France and a 
financial distribution network 
through Europeenne de Ban- 
que’s subsidiary Lafitte Inves- 
tissement, which has 24 offices 
and a direct sales force operating 
as financial consultants. 

CCF put Europeenne de Bah- 
; gw? feiLsaje inning 
■ of this year. It ■ announced in 
—May that it warm tUks with 
National Westminster Banking- 
Group of Britain, but negotia- 
tions were broken off two 
months ago. 

Barclays, which has a weaker 
French presence than National 
Westminster, its main British 
competitor, then stepped in with 
its offer. 

Europeenne de Banque re- 
ported consolidated net profit 
for the first half of 1990 of 25 
million francs (about $5 mil- 
lion), down slightly from 28 mil- 
lion frances a year earlier. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Pffrtsdiemaffc 
Swiss franc 
French Crane 


Sunday, December 30, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 
Bay Scfl 

663.0 667.0 
1278.1 1285.8 
444.4 447.1 

520.9 S24.0 

130.2 131.0 


Japanese yen {for 100) 491.7 494.7 

Dutch guilder 3933 395.9 

Swedish crown 117.6 1UL3 

Italian lira (for 100) SS.9 59.3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 215.0 216.3 


Small Czech 
privatisation 
to commence 
in January 

PRAGUE (AP) — The first 
round of auctions to privatise 
small shops and state-owned 
businesses is to begin next 
month, the state CTK news 
agency has reported. 

The privatisation is part of the 
government’s programme of 
economic reforms and is de- 
signed to turn over,?*© private 
bands some 130,000 small shops 
and enterprises across the coun- 
try. 

The privatisation process is a 
key part of reforms aimed at 
transforming Czechoslovakia's 
centralised economy into a 
Western-style one guided by 
market mechanisms. 

Thousands of vendors across 
the country staged symbolic 
strikes in September demanding 
they be given first crack at 
buying the shops and a chance to 
pay up to half the price in 
installments spread over a seven 
year period. 

However, the law approved 
by parliament in October ex- 
cluded any provisions that would 
give preferential treatment to 
any potential buyer. 

Auctions will be held in two 
rounds, with the first round open 
only to Czechoslovak citizens 
and those who left the country 
after 1948. when the communists 
came to power. 


Matsushita 

and MCA 

complete 

purchase 

contract 


NEW YORK (R) — Japan's 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co. Ltd. said Saturday it had 
completed its $6.13 billion ten- 
der offer to purchase MCA Inc. 

The takeover is the biggest 
ever by a Japanese company in 
the United States. 

Matsushita said in a statement 
that 77.7 million shares of MCA 
had been tendered as of its 12:01 
deadline Saturday, representing 
97 per cent of all outstanding 
shares of MCA. 

Matsushita said that it had 
arranged financing for payment 
to shareholders beginning 
Thursday and that it expected to 
complete its merger of MCA 
into a wholly-owned subsidiary 
within about two weeks. 

The completion of the merger 
followed actions by two federal 
judges Friday who rejected lltb- 
bour attempts to block the deal. 
The cases were viewed as the 
final hurdles to the merger. 

Supreme Court Justice Anto- 
nin Scalia denied a request by 
Go- Video Inc. to stop the 
takeover. The manufacturer of 
videocassette recorders had said 
the deal violates antitrust laws. 

In Los Angeles, a federal dis- 
trict judge rejected the motion 
of a shareholder who com- 
plained that MCA Chairman 
Lew Wasseiman was given pre- 
ferential treatment. 

An MCA spokesman said the 
shareholder lawsuit was consi- 
dered the more serious threat to 
the takeover, the largest ever by 
a Japanese company in the Un- 
ited States. 

The plaintiff contended that 
shareholders were not offered 
the chance to swap their shares 
for Matsushita stock, as Wasser- 
man was. The deal allows him to 
avoid paying about $109 million 
in capital gains tax. 

Other shareholders will re- 
ceive $66 per share in the tender 
" offer. Stockholders. also will re- 
1 ceive shares in MCA’s television 
station, ^WOR-TV in 
Secaucus, New Jersey, valued by 
analysts at $5 a share. 

MCA, founded in 1924, owns 
Universal Pictures, theme paries, 
record labels and other interests. 
•Its most famous products include 
the movies E.T. — The Extra- 
Terrestrial, Back To The Future 
and Jaws. 

With the completion of the 
deal, MCA, the nation's fburth- 
largest entertainment company, 
becomes the third major Holly- 
wood studio to go to a foreign 
buyer. 

Matsushita rival Sony Corp 
Last year bought Columbia Pic- 
tures for $3.4 billion, and Italy’s 
Pa the Corp. this year bought 
MGM/UA Entertainment Co. 
for $1.36 billion. 

Matsushita, the world’s 12th- 
biggest company, bought MCA 
in part to assure a steady supply 
of software — movies, 'music and 
television shows — for the elec- 
tronic hardware it manufactures. 
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Gorbachev orders new measures 
to help lame ducks of perestroika 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev 
announced new measures Satur- 
day to protect poorer citizens 
an 4, prop up businesses strug- 
gling as a result of his peres- 
troika reform programme. 

Two presidential decrees, 
published by the Soviet news 
agency TASS, ordered a special 
extra-budgetary fund to be cre- 
ated and a new sales tax to be 
introduced next year. 

As the country moves towards 
a market economy, one decree 
said setting up an economic sta- 
bilisation fund would help to 
support “enterprises experienc- 
ing difficulties through oo fault 
of their own.” 

The fund, to be held by the 
central government until an eco- 
nomic agreement is readied with 
the country’s 15 republics, will 
finance a variety of projects “in 
die interests of all republics.’’ 

Its resources will be drawn 
from money previously allocated 
for social security contributions, 
factory maintenance, profits re- 


sulting from price increases and 
revenue from privatisation. 

Areas that will benefit inlcude 
scientific research, conversion of 
mili tary facilities for civilian pro- 
duction and special subsidies to 
republican economies, the de- 
cree said. 

The wording appeared to re- 
flect Kremlin concern that re- 
publican leaders might interpret 
the decisions as an infringement 
of sovereignty and an attempt to 
return to the command- 
administrative methods of the 
past. 

The central government is 
already at loggerheads with the 
giant Russian Federation over 
contributions to the 1991 Soviet 
budget. The dispute threatens to 
paralyse the economy. 

Russia was said it will dash its 
budget contribution to 23.4 bil- 
lion roables ($41 billion at the 
offidal rate), 119 billion ($212J 
billion) less than in 1990. 

, Finance Minister Valentin 
Pavlov told Soviet television the 


new stabilisation fund would 
pave the way for maTket- 
oriented reforms by shielding 
unprofitable enterprises and 
people- below the poverty line. 

He said the measures to sup- 
port loss-making enterprises 
would prevent unemployment 
that might result from businesses 
dkrsing in competitive market 
conditions. 

“We must prepare for. die 
transition to a market.. .this will 
provide guarantees for people's 
welfare," he said. 

The decree recommended that 
republics set up their own extra- 
budgetary funds. “All union re- 
publics have spoken in favour of 
such funds and introduction of a 
sales tax," Pavlov said. 

The sales tax was set at five 
per cent and aimed at financing 
central and republican govern- 
ment projects, supporting poor- 
er citizens and stabilising the 
economy. 

Seventy per cent of the sales 
tax revenue will go to republican 
budgets and the remainder to 


the federal budget. 

The tax, to be levied on sales 
of consumer goods and services, 
will probably lead to price rises. 

The tax would rase the 3- 
rouble price of a pack of Soviet 
cigarettes, for example , by 15 
kopeks. However, it would 
amount to a huge increase for 
Soviets whose average monthly 
wage is only 257 roubles ($411 at 
the offidal exchange rate). 

The goveraxnetfC already- sub- 
sidises most industries and ser- 
vices. There was no way im- 
mediately to determine how 
much revenue the tax would 


The. vaguely defined “non- 
budget stabilisation fund” is to 
be created from 20 per cent 
deductions from existing taxes 
and other payments, TASS said. 

The decree said 20 per cent of 
revenues from the sales of state 
property would go to the fund, 
while the remaining 80 per cent 
would go to paying of “the state 
debt,” TASS said. 


U.S. textile makers cite 
record imports. Job losses 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
textile makers have said that 
record imports of cloth and clo- 
thing and a sluggish domestic 
economy slowed the output of 
their mills in 1990, costing jobs- 
and profits. 

The American Textile Manu- * 
factnrers Institute said textile 
shipments in 1990 fell by five 
per cent against 1989, after-tax 
profits fell 57 per cent, capital 
spending was down seven per 
cent and employment in mills 
was down three per cent. 

Said institute president 
Donald Hughes: “It was a dis- 
appointing year not only because 
of our weak economic perform- 
ance, but also because of our 
government’s failure to come to 


grips with the textile and apparel 
import problem which is taking a 
heavy toll in terms of produc- 
tion, earnings and jobs." 

Major exporters of textiles to 
the United States include China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, South 
Korea and the Philippines. 

The industry said in a state- 
ment that its aims in 1991 would 
include trying to limit the growth 
of textile imports into the coun- 
try, as h had in past year. 

Congress several times has 
passed legislation to increase 
quotas on foreign textiles, bat 
they have all met presidential 
vetoes, the last on Oct. 5 by 
President George Bush, who 
said the bill was protectionist 
and would increase the cost of 
clothing. 


Other institute aims for 1991 
are continued support for the 
buy- American “crafted with 
pride in the USA” programme 
and improvements in worker 
productivity. 

The institute said imports in 
1990 rose by two per cent, over 
1989, while exports rose by 22 
per cent. 

An institute spokesman, Jim 
Morrissey, said that much of the 
export gain was due to a weak 
dollar as well as by material that 
was exported as textile and then 
cut and sewn abroad and re- 
turned as imported clothing. 

Exports in 1990 were valued at* 
$7.3 billion, but imports were 
$32.5 billion, for & trading de- 
ficit of $25.2 billion. 


Saudi Arabia reopens giant 





BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Ras Tannurah refinery, a 
key fuel supplier to U.S.-led 
forces in the Guff, resumed pro- 
duction Saturday after two 
weeks of repairs to fire damage, 
oil industry sources in the king- 
dom said. 

They said the refinery, the 
world’s biggest, was producing 
around 300,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) compared with a design 


capacity of 530,000. 

The refinery was 
500,000 b/d of crude when it was 
damaged by a fire on Nov. 30, 
the sources said. It continued to 
produce 250,000 b/d of products 
until its closure for repairs on 
12 . 

The sources said no date had 
set for the rest of the 
refinery to come back on stream. 

“Two fractionating columns 


FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA 

FOR RENT 

Al-Hummar area, first floor 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms & TV room, 
ground floor salon, dining area, spacious kitchen, bathroom & 
veranda, basement garage & services. 

Tel: 608864. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists oh 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, living room, 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, separated entrance, garden and central 
healing. 

Location: Dahiat Al-Rasheed. 

WE prefer YEARLY rental. 

Contact: 674425. 



The Spanish Cultural Centre 

Announces 

Announces that it is holding a winter Spanish language 
course. 

The course which lasts for three months will start January 
2, 1990. 

Registration for the course starts on December 18, 1990. 
The course is for aii levels. 

■ 

Classes will be on: Saturdays, Mondays and Wednes- 
days. 

For more Information please cell Tel. 624048; 

Jabal Amman, First Circle. 

— 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

As originally planned, the American 
Community School will resume all clas 
ses (K-1 2) after Christmas break on 

January 9,1991 
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used in the production of ' 
kerosene and diesel were com- 
pletely burned in the 
fire... repairs- will take time,” 
one source said. 

The Saudi Arabian Marketing 
and Refining Company 
(Samarec) Sunday raised its 
posted fuel oil prices at several 
ports, including Ras Tannurah, 
and announced a tender to sell 
fuel ofl and naphtha, an indust- 
rial product, from the same ports 
in February. 

Last Monday, Samarec 
announced it was buying 1.4 
milli on barrels of jet fuel and 
one milli on barrels of gas ofl 
(diesel), used for aircraft and 
.military vehicles respectively. 

Japanese 
spend $36b 
on corporate 
entertainment 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese com- 
panies spent an estimated record 
4,980 billion yen ($36.6 billion) 
on corporate entertainment in 
die year ending January 1990, 
the tax agency has reported. 

The average firm spent 2_5 
million yen ($18,700) entertain- 
ing contacts at Inn, restaurants 
and golf courses and giving gifts, 
a 9.4 per cent increase on the 
previous year, die tax agency 
said. 

In recent years, the corporate 
entertainment bill has been lar- 
go- than the nation’s defence 
spending. 


Gulf Arab 
oil income 
tops $70 b in 
‘90 — GIB 


BAHRAIN (R) — Oil revenues 
of Gulf Arab states other than 
Kuwait and Iraq jumped by 
more than a half during 19k) due 
to higher crude prices prompted 
by the Gulf crisis, a senior Gulf 
economist said in a report pub- 
lished Sunday. 

Gulf International Bank 
(GIB) economist Henry Azzam 
said the combined oil income of 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Oman 
and Bahrain rose 55 per cent to 
$70.5 billion from $41.9 billion 
in 1989. 

Azzam predicted budget de- 
ficits of three of the five states — 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and 
Qatar — would shrink in 1990 
while deficits forecast by Oman 
and the UAE would turn into 
surpluses. 

'Saudi Arabia’s oil revenues 
would jump 63 per cent to $14.3 
billion while UAE earnings 
would rise 43 per cent to $14.8 
billion and Qatar's by 50 per 
cent to $3.4 billion. 

Oman's ofl income would also 
increase by 40 per cent to $4.7 
billion while Bahrain’s would 
rise 33 per cent to $875 million, 
be said. 

Azzam said despite the jump 
in oil income, Saudi Arabia’s 
1990 deficit would not be wiped 
out because it was the main 
financial backer of the multina- 
tional forces in the area and 
frontline states hit by the U.N. 
embargo against Iraq. 

He quoted Saudi Arabia’s fi- 
nance ministry as saying it had 
spent $21 billion on the crisis, 
considerably more than its addi- 
tional oil revenues of $16 billion. 

A sig nifi cant portion of the 
incremental oil production was 
also either being supplied free of 
charg e to the multinational 
forces or at concessional terms 
to Saucfi allies, be said. 

Saudi Arabia set 1990 spend- 
ing at around $38 billion and 
forecast a budget deficit of $6.6 
billion. 

Azzam said that although 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait had 
hurt non-oil economic activities 
of its GCC allies, solid overall 
growth during the first seven 
months of 1990 and the jump in 
oil exports resulted in increased 
GDP growth rates. 

Saudi Arabia’s GDP would 
grow by 9.8 per cent in 1990 
compared with 3.5 per cent in 
1989 while the UAE growth rate 
would leap to 25 per cent from 
143, he said. 


FULLY FURNISHED HOUSE 

FORRENT 

Two big bedrooms, dining room, sitting room, big salon, 
big terrace, separate telephone, electric, water supply 
and central heating with a garden. 

Near French Embassy, Jabal Amman — Al-Mutanabl 

Street 

Please call 641818 from 9-10 and 2 -s 


Die Botschaft tier Bundesrepubiik Deutschland in 
Amman informiert 

An aile deutschen Staatsangeh&rigen in Jordanien 
Die Deutsche Botschaft in Amman ladt aile Deuts- 
chen in Jordanien zu einem InformationsgesprSch 
uber die gegenwMge situation in der Region ein 

Orfc Marriott Hotel, Amman 
Zeifc 7. Januar 1991, 1&00 tlhr 
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Je me demand? bien des fob 
Ce que je few <fen^ cc moadc-IA ! 

Mon &me qui Bottc dans J'au-deli 
Veut se libdre r de mob corps las... 

A toot cc qui m’entouTc dtrangire, 

Remplie d*une douceur amdrc, 

Je me laisse vine et j'espdre 
Voir mon rive rEalisE sur Terre. 

Mods oft va done oat re monde? 

Ce XXe siecle est one honte! 

Oi soar la Science et le Progrds? 

Ib n'ont entrainS que h regret. 

Etres h nnwins , anitcz d'enfanter; 

Vos enfants oe pourmnt pas chanter. 

Ib vivTOBt sur Terre tomncntSs, 

Vons accuseroot de Jcs avoir apportSs 
Pour satisfkire votre Sgobtne. votre SertS. 

Regardcz done autour de vons! 

Les homines ne se solvent plus. 

Ib tendent des lames qui tuent. 

TSmoin de taut d’horreuis, 

Le del a perdu sa coulcur... 

Du sang rSpandu sur Terre, 

U re Bite unc meoapmte Lunnirc! 

Jadb la Terre nourric tTeau 
donnait ses fruits les plus beaux... 

Aujourd’bvd noy€e de sang, 

EUe vomit tous ses poisons. 

Ses entrailles tremblent de d6goCt 
Les Gamines jaOlissent de paitoat... 

Le del groode de colire. 

Les volcans Sdatent en toonenrel 

Des geos meurent inondEs 
D’autres meurent assoifiOs 
D’aotres encore sont brQ16s 
Ou bien meurent affands. 

De S6aux le monde ne manque pas. 

La mort est bien la Gn id-bas. 

Etres bumaios, anitcz, anitez-W 
Seub les pbinomines de la nature 
Peuvcnt tuer les pauvre edatures. 

Vons avez la sagesse et la pensie. 

Hilas! vous les avez en armes trausforudes 
Pour vous fate du mal et vous en tns-tuer. 

No tie sijour sur Terre est ip bimi r e. 

Essayez de vous en id/ouzr en poor, 

Aimez , v6n irez et nourrissez cctte Terre 
— Oft nous reposerons tous pour I’itsmitS — 

D 'amour, d’ affection et de pridre. 

Vous qui ne croyez pas en Dieu, 

Ne cr6ez pas id-bas un enter! 

Vous qui croyez en Dieu, 

Ne vous rifugjtez pas dans was pritres! 

Criez, hurlez, faites quelque chose 
Ne soyez pas tyran ou victime! 

Pour /'amour de Die n il foot qu'on ose 
Aniter le monde devant c et abime. 

Arritez , arr&tez votre co ur se mes fift i es, 

Demain 3 sera pcut-Etrc trop tard! 

Vons vous £tes lands les yeux bantOs, 

Vous avez perdu vos fins e xpiries . 

Otez ce masque laid que vous portez, 

Ouvrez bien les yeux et regardcz, 

Laissez votre igoisme de cdti, 

Pcnsez ft Favour, ft la beanti, 
n y a autre chose que ccs futUitds 
Derriire JesqoeUcs vous 
Le poovoir, la puissance, Fargcnt 
Ne sont en fait que des dimons 
Qui vous conduiront au Niant! 

Amour, tendresse, affection, 

Amitii, pita, com p assion, 

Cbariti, gratitude, dEvotion, 

Oft sont tous ces beaux sentiments? 

Oh son Mis simplement des illusions, 

AuzqueBes on rive tout seaitemeat? 

Mon co ear brisi tombe en morceaax. 

Croire aax sentiments, e’est bient sot! 

Ce ne sont plus que des mots, 

Qu'on n'ose plus pronoocer toot bant! 

Mes pi quants de birisson out tepoussi . 

Dans ma coquHJe rccroqucvDOc, 

Derriire ma dilicate carcase, 

Je fob ce monde “ddgoeuJasse*'! 

Cost l&ebe, je le sab bien, 

Mais je me sens sr scale eaSn ! 

Vous qui soaffrez de mon mal, 

Unissez votre voix ft la nueune, 

Crions, hurions ft Unites persiennes: 

♦Fifties bumains, rendez-oous notre Humaniti! 

A la Sagesse, ft la Raison , revenezb 

Sax del Takroorf 
Pzofesscnr de Fnn^ui 
& rUnrvcraii du Yannonk 


•Premier mus6e priv6 de France 

La maison d’En 


cT Emile Zola ft Medan 


♦Nulla dies sine linea» (Pas 
un jour sans une ligne)... En 
lettres no ires dans un car- 
touche dorfi se ddtacfae, sur le 
manteau de la cheminde, la 
devise ft laqueUe Emile Zola 
est demeurd fiddle jusquft son 

dernier jour. Nous sommes 
dans son cabinet de travail, ft 
Mddan. Une pifece vaste com- 
me un atelier de scnlpteur 
ouvrant, par une large baie, 
sur la vallde. 

1878. Zola vient de pubiier 
♦L’assommoir*. Pour dchap- 
per ft la cdldbritd, 0 cberche 
un lieu oft pouisuivre. dans la 
quidtude, son oeuvre 
monumentale: «Les Rougon- 
Macquart, histoire naturelle 
et sociale d’une famille sous 
le second Empire*. H trouve 
le hftvre souhaitd ft une trea- 
table de kSomfttres ft l’ouest 
de Paris, ft Mddan, dans un 
paysage digue des canotiers 
des bords de Seine, chers ft 
Renoir et ft Monet. 

-J’ai achetd une maison, 
une cabane ft Japins dans un 
trou chaimant (...) La littdra- 
ture a pa y6 ce modest© asile 
champdtre*, dcrit-il ft 
Flaubert. 

AJors I'dcrivain s’ improvise 
architect©, bfitisseur, ddcor- 
ateur. II fiauque la maison 
d'une tour carrde dans la- 
queUe il installe sa ebambre 
et son cabinet de travail. A 
rintention de ses amis, il fait 
construire un pavilion de 
quatre chambres dans le jar- 
din. Centre le potager, il 
installe one fenne avec une 
dearie pour le cheval 
♦Bonhotnme*, une Stable 
poor la vacbe et son veau, 
’une laiterie, un poulailler, 
une immense serre pour ses 
fleurs. 

Plus tard, il achftte, juste 
en face sur le fleuve, one fle 
que Ton gagne ft bord de la 
barque ♦Nana*. Il y installe 
un chftlet, le ♦Paradou*, y 
donne des parties cham- 
p&tres. Par 24 achats succes- 
ses ft I’entour, le ♦modeste 



asDe champdtre* devient un 

domaine cossu de 42.000 


Zola preside ft la decora- 
tion de la maison: mosalque 
dans la safle de biUard, vit- 
raux anaens dans la salle ft 
manger, chapiteaux histories,, 
retables, lanternes,... 

L’ccnvre romanesque et la 
maison grandissent au mftme 
rythme, i’ argent que rapporte 
la prenriftre servant ft d£ve- 
lopper. embeQir la seconde. 

Dans la salle ft manger 
prend corps, autour du 
maltre, le projet des ♦Soirees 
de M 6 dan», I'ceuvre collec- 
tive par laqueUe de jeunes 
ftcrivains, dont Maupassant 
et Hnysmans, rendent hom- 
mage au chef de file du natur- 
aliame. A Medan, Zola s’ 6 p- 
rend de la jolie Jeanne 
Rozerot, la Hngftre de sa fem- 
me, de 27 ans pins jeune que 
lui. 

Commence alors une 
nouveUe vie Uluminee par 
1 * amour. 0 ap prend la photo- 
graphic, Fune de ses pas- 
sions. Aux beaux jours, 
recrivain enfouicbe son velo- 
cipede et s’en va, un appareiJ 
en bandouiiftre, tirer des 
cliches dans la campagne en- 
vironnante. En sept ans, Q 
impressionnera 7.000 pla- 
ques. 

Zola est heureux dans cctte 
maison de Medan, fruit d’une 
fortune acqnise par un labeur 
■acbaine. EUe symbolise sa 
r 6 ussrte dans le monde des 
Lettres. «Je passe de deii- 
rieuses apres-midi dans mon 
jardin, ft regarder tout vrvre 
autour de moi. Avec l’ftge, je 
sens tout s’en aller et j’aime 
tout passionnement*, £crit-il 
ft un ami au corns de F£t£ 
1902. Deux mois plus tard -il 
a 62 ans- i’anteur de ♦Ger- 
minal* quitte Medan pour 
regagner son appartement de 
la rue de Bruxelles ft Paris. 
Le 29 septembre au matin, on 
le retrouve asphyxie par les 
Emanations de la d)emin£e. 


Trois ans apr&s la diqiari- 
tion du romancier. sa femme 
Alexandrine, fit don de la 
maison de Medan ft F Assist- 
ance publique. On y installs 
une pouponnidre, puis une 
fioole d’infirmiercs. Mais cha- 
que anree, le premier diman- 
che d’oetobre, les descen- 
dants et fiddles du romancier 
y oiganisent un pdlerinage 

autour de peisonnalites iUus- 


Ainsi naquit, en 1985, une 
♦Association du musee 
Zola*. Elle a rassembie des 
collections evoquant le 
souvenir de recrivam. Dons 
de parti cullers ou produits de 
subventions d’organismes 
publics pour 1’essentiel. Une 
quarantaine de b£n£voIes en- 
trefiennent la maison et gui- 
dent, chaque dimanche ft la 
belle saison. les milliers de 
visiteurs — dont de nombreux 
Strangers. (L’ceuvre d’Emile 
Zola a £t£ traduite en 17 
langues.) 

Ceux-ci s’attardent surtout 
dans la ebambre de l'dcrivain 
oft ont 6t6 rassembl£s les 
documents qui dvoquent son 
rftle dans l’affaire Dreyfus. 
De rarrestation du capitaine 
et sa deportation ft l*51e du 
Diable, jusqu’ft sa rehabilita- 
tion, en passant par la efildbre 
publication du efildbre «J*ac- 
cuse», signd Emile Zola, pare 
dans lVAurore* du 13 janvier 
1898. 

En 1989, le ♦Snday Times* 
a classd la maison de Zola 
♦premier musde privd de 
France* pour la quaiitd de 
son accueil et l’intdrdt de ses 
collections. Un hommage qui 
a stimuld le zdle des conser- 
vateurs: cet automne, il ont 
cdldbrd le centenaire de la 
publication de «La bdte 
humaine* en organisant, ft 
Mddan, une exposition de 
documents consacrds aux 
machines ft vapeur de la fin 
du XDCdme sidcle. 

Camille Hftrisson 
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Phrases longues et courtes 


Coosacrt aux sons et aux images du Jazz, le mois de 
janvier an Centre Amdricain nous livre deux excellents 
films. The Cotton Gub (fiction) et Bird (biographie de 
Charlie Parker) sycopds de trois improvisations collectives. 
Live at the Village Vanguard (documentaire en trois 
parties) qui ont ©u lieu en 1984 au cdldbre Jazz-club de 
Greenwich Village, ft New-York, le Vanguard. 

Le programme ddbute malgrd tout sur un ton Idger (le 
jeudi 3 ), avec un film de fiction ayant pour cadre le 
Newport Jazz Festival, sur la efite oucst des Etats-Unxs. 
High Society (1957) est une comddie musicale racontant 
1 ’histoire d’une foule de prdtendants et de la fiUe de la 
haute, tdtue et arrogante, qu'Os convoitent. Ce divertisse- 
ment fade est corsd par les airs all&gres et les paroles 
inteQigentes de son composi teur. Cole Porter. L’mtdrdt est^ 
id le numdro de Jazz ofiert par le trompettiste Louis 
Armstrong et sa troupe les All Stars — une ddmonstration 
expliquant les instruments que les jazzmen emploient et la 
fagon dont ils se coordonnent. Ce Now Yon Has Jazz est de 
pur style New-Orleans, ce son parti culier remontant ft la 
gdndse du phdnomdne musical. Le Jazz prit naissance au 
ddbut du XXdme sidcle et Louis Armstrong — enfant du 
temps et du lieu— fut pendant toute sa carridre l’interprete 
extraordinaire de ce style classique. 

Moins cdldbre (peut-dtre) que le l^endaire Armstrong, 
et d’une autre pdriode, le trompettiste Freddie Hubbard, 
qui apparait rfans la sdrie Live at the Village Vanguard (le 
mercredi 9), s’Lnscrit dans un autre style de Jazz, rendu 
cdldbre ft la fin des anodes 1940: le be-bop. Cette sdrie nous 
met en presence aussi de Woody Shaw, disciple de 
Hubbard et — tout comme lui — touchd par les courants des 
anndes 1950, le freejazz, et celui des anndes I960, le 
■jazz-rock-fusion. Vedette de la ddeennie 1970, il jouera du 
n do-bop dans la seconde partie de Live at the Village 
Vanguard (le mercredi 16) avec le Mal Waldron Quintet, 
composd d'assodds des pdres du be-bop. Mal Waldron 
(piano) et Charles Rouse ont tous deux joud avec Charlie 
Parker et Thelonious Monk. 

La troisidme partie de la sdrie (le mercredi 30), 
compldtant le festival, nous prdsente le travail de Lee 
Konitz, le saxo qui dchappa ft l’influence du be-bop. Aux 
phrases courtes et rapides du style de ses contemporains 
Monk (piano), Parker (saxo) et Dizzie Gillespie (trompet- 
te), Konitz a prdfdrd les lemons de son malfre Lennie 
Tristano. Il s’assoda au style des phrases longues sans 
inflexion, caractdrisdes par la finesse de la con s tr u ction 
plutdt que par les complexitds harmoniques saccaddes du 
be-bop. 

Des trois documentaires — chacun d’une dorde d’une 
demi-heure — le plus riche du point de vue association 
d’image et de son est celui du Mal Waldron Quintet (le 
mercredi 16). Brace Buschel — rdalisatenr-producteur de la 
sdrie— a xdussi ft inscrire la qamdra dans le jeu de 
I’ensemble avec brio, n erde des images qui nous communi- 
quent la qualitd subjective d’une" iflGSrprfitatiorf Ijftsde siif 
Timprovisation et rintensitd de cette experience pour le 
jazzman. Un trds beau moment nous rdv&le l’assodation de 
1’ instrument et du joueur: Les doigts du bassiste Reggie 
Workman, solo, pingant les cordes comme une araignde 
avangant sur sa toile. D’autres images rassemblent les 
musiciens, mettant en dvidence leur dcoute intense, dans 
l'attente du moment iddal pour replonger. 

Intensity est le mot qui ddexit le mieux The Cotton Club 
(1984) de Francis Ford Coppola, prdsentd le jeudi 10. Cest 
une Evocation de la fruneuse bolt© de nuit de Harlem d*r*& 
les anndes 1920-1930 ft New-York, oft beaucoup de 
rdputations de Jazz — comme au Vanguard— forent 
£ tab lies. D en va de mdme pour I’exposition de la vie 
tourmentde de Charlie Parker, que Clint Eastwood a 
entreprise dans Bird (1988), prdsentd le jeudi 17. Riches en 
images, les deux films, tissent sur la bande son une trame 
qui montre comment les destins d’un dventail de person- 
nages (danse urs et musiciens, propridtaires de clubs et 
gangsters) cUcient impliquds dans cette Evolution ddvorante 
du son, cet ogre qu'on appeQe le Jazz. 

S ami Xamul 




REouvertnre. A V occasion des fStes de Nodi et da jour de VA n, le 
Centre Culture! Frangais a fennd ses portes depuis le 24 ddeembre. 11 
les ronvrira le 2 janvier ft 9h. Pour les corns de frangais, les 
iits c rip t k f os ddbuteront le 8 janvier prochain. 


TELEVISION 


dimanche 

I7h30 - “Dorothdc". Filnj. LTns- 
toiic d’une jem» fife, 4 la recherche 

d*tm trfsor. 

19M0 - Le Journal. 

JSfhl3 - Carnet denotes. Exbails de 
musknie dasskpie. 


IShIO - Denver le denner 

same. Dessin aniind. 

18h35 - A venture Voyage. 


19M0 - Le Jotmud. 

19hlS - Magazine sportif bebdoma- 


MARD1 


18b00 - “Denver le denser dino- 


18L39 - Santd Vhkm. Ma g azi n e 


> Le Journal. 

“Anjourdlmi en Jordanje”. 
e local prfipazd et prfisentd 


19b00 . 
I9U5- 


dpaode (fane s£ne de SO qui raooate 
la cohabitation, dam le m£me im- 


meubie, d’une fumBe de Frangais 
<rorigme alg£rieone et d’une fandlle 
ftanco-ft wisage. Loin du tnis4rabi- 
Gsme, robjectif des idalisatems de 


de ce tfadme rarement portfi ft reman 
sons forme de fiction. 

19MM - Le JournaL 

19U5 - Carnet de notes. Extraits de 

nm&qne dasrique. 


JEUDI 


18h00 - “Snoricy”. Dessin anhu£. 
18&30 - Splendeur sanvage. 
Documentaire sur la vie des ani- 


19b00 - Le JonmaL 
W h15 - Reportage d’actuafitd. 

Vendredi 

-hs •. ... ..... - 

lSbOOt-- “Pour toot for dn Tzansvat 

*nne sdrie de 
qui raconte la hitte qui opposa les 




us au dftut de 

: oe 

aide 

: CD 



anstzale. 





19U5 - Histoire de l’art. Sdrie 


SAMEDI 


18h00 • “Destination Santd”. Maga- 


'a \ iT-B l TT<i F^:l ♦; \ 
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19M0 - Le JonmaL 

19U5- Carnet de notes. Extraits de 

musique dassique. 


CINEMA 


Jazz. Dans le cadre de son cycle 
coosaert an Jazz. le Centre Amdricain 
prtsente cette semaine -High Socie- 
ty*, comddie musicale de Cole Porter, 
avec le grand Louis Armstrong, 
G race K elly et Bing Crosby. (Voir 
FOCUS). 

Centre Amtrioris, le jetxfi 3 janvier 
1991 ft Wh. 


Quelle histoire! 


oris en Terre Prom 


Boris dtait nd dans une banlieue sale de Mosoou. 11 dtait fils 
unique (Tun couple d’employds du gouvememeni. L’ appartement 
familial, situd an dnquiftme dtage d'un grand immtruble sans 
ascenseiir, ne oomportah que deux pidees, une toute petite cuisine 
et une minuscule salle d'eau. 

L’une des pi feces fetah la ebambre ft counter. Elle conteaait 
deux Uts, une armoire double et une commode. Dans 1’un des tits, 
pouvant ft peine contenir une personne. donnaient ses parents. Le 
deuxxfeme, cehti de Boris, dtait tellement dtzoit qu’il en dtait 
soovent tombd en se retoumant quand il dtait tout jeune. En 
grandissant, il avail appris ft donnir sans se retouraer, le visage 
toujouis toumd vers le mur. Il put ainsi ft la fois dviter les chutes 
doulooieoses et laisser une certaine intzmitd ft ses parents, qui 
r.'en profitaient d'ailleurs que de moiixs en moins. 

La demdftme pifece, baptisde pompensement -salon*, compre- 
nait deux fauteuils, une petite table, six chaises, un podte ft 
charbon et one bibliothfeque dans laqueUe s’entassaient de 
nombreux lrvres, auxquels vinrent s’ajouter un petit poste de 
radio et, pins tard, on petit poste de t did en notr et Wane. 

Boris voyait assez peu ses parents. Dfes son plus jeune ftge, sa 
mfere le d^osait le matin dans une crfeche pour ne le ic p re n d re 
que le soir. Plus tard, 1'auiocar de l’dcole le prenait de bon matin, 
zvant roeme que ses parents n’aient qnrttd pour leur travail. 
Lorsque Tautocar le ramenait le soir, il retro irvah ses parents ddjft 
rentrds. Le temps de (finer, de se laver et de regarder un pen la 
tdldvision, le moment de se coucher arrivait Ses jouxs de congd, Q 
les passait ft s'entrainer au karatd dans un dub pas trfes dkrignd de 
sa maison, un sport dan* lequel il excella et qui Ini rapporta 
plnsieurs mddaiiles. 

A 1’dcole, Boris fit la connaissance d’une fiUe de sou ftge du 
nom de Sarah. EUe aussi dtait fille unique, mais de parents juifr. 


considdrds par latcommunaiitd comme plus ou moins dissidents. 
Sarah dtait jotie, douce et bien moins dgoiste que les aimes 
camarades de Boris. Une fois qu’il avail oublid son plumier, il ne 
tronva que Sarah pour lui preter.un crayon. 

Une so tide amitid oaquit ainsi entre Boris et Sarah. Il trouvait 
en eDe la sceur affectueusc que ses parents ne lui avaient jamais 
donnd et elle trouvait en lui le frfere sur lequel elle pouvait 
toujouis compter. 

La vie suivait son cours monotone et fastidieux. Soudain. la 
Perestroika comme nga. Boris dtait alors adolescent et commen- 
gait ft se poser des questions sur le sens de la vie. Il dprouvait un 
besoin urgent de change meat. Pourqum ne pas dmigrer, aller aux 
Etats-Unis par exemple ou la vie paraissait si excitante? 

Sarah 1’informa que 1'dmigratkm pour Israel devenatt possible. 
Toot oe qnl fiaDait faire, c’dtait prdsenter one demande ft one 
agence juivc qui sc chargerart par la suite de touies les fonnalhds. 
♦Mais je ue sms pas juif*. objecia Boris. -lAucune importance, 
rdpondit Sarah. L’essentiel est que tu veodDes vraiment t'dtablir 
en IsrafeH* 

Boris ne savait pas grantf chose sur Israel. D’aprfes les bribes 
ff informations qu’fl voyait ft la tdldvision, 0 s'dtait forme 
1 ' impression que cet Etat avait usurpd la terre et les droits des 
PaJcstimens. -Propagande sovidttque!*. lui affirma Sarah, qui lui 
remit de nom br enscs brochores en coaJeurs dans lesqneiles Israel 
dtait ddcrit comme le pays da soieil. de la Libertd et de la 
Tradition. -Pourquoi pas Isradl? finit il par dddder. L’important 
est de sortir d’iri! En Israel au moins je serai iibre et je ne erfeverai 
pas de froid en hiver!* 

A I’insu de ses parents. Bom pzdsenta done, ddbut 1987, sa 
(Vawinde d’immigratioa, A rautomne de la mdme anode, il fut, 
avec Sarah, admis ft rUnivexsitd. Tous deux cboisirent d’dtudier 


1'hdbreu et les langues orien tales. Avec Sarah, Q asristait le soir, 
au -foyer isradlite*, ft - des coots d’initiatkm ft la religion 
hdbrafque. XI les trouvait bien plus intdressants que les corns de 
mantisme-ldninisme qu'il avail du suivre durant les diffdrentes 
pferiodes de son enseignement. 

Entr e-temps, la vie ft la maison devenait de pins en plus 
pdnible. Les salaires idunis de ses parents, auxquels veoah 
s’ajouter la petite subvention qu’il recevah Ini-mdme en tant 
qn'dtudiant. devenaient ft peine suffisants pour subsister. Les 
rations de viande, de caffe, de thfe et de sucre diminuaient de jour 
en jour. Les ldgumes et les fruits devenaient hors de prix. Mdme 
le pfere de Boris, qui avait l*habitude de prendre deux verres de 
Vodka le soir. avait dQ diminuer sa ration de moitid (non sans 
regret). 

Vers le ddbut de 1 'dtd 1990, 1 c visa tant attendu arriva enfin; 
Boris rentra un soir ft la maison et annosga triomphalemeut ft ses 
parents: -Je pars cn Israel!* 

Ses parents tombferem des nues. -Mais qu’as-tu ft faire avec 
Israel?*, finit par demander son pfere. 

-Je m’en vais. e’est tout! Ce sera toujouis mieux qu’iri!*, 
rdpondit-ii. 

m 

-E( ton pays qui t'a tout donnd. et nous autres?*, plaida sa 
mfere en sangkitant. 

♦Je ne dois ft ce pays que la misfere et les privations! Quant ft 
vous autres je vous inviterai ft venir dans ma nouvelle patxie. 
Patientez quelques mois seulement. le temps que je devienne 
riche.* 

Vers la mi-juillet, Boris, ainsi qne Sarah ct ses parents, se 
retrouvdrent dans l’avion les amen am ft Varsovic. Lft ib prirent 
un avion d’El-Al et anenirent ft I’aferoport Ben Gourion, au ctrur 
mdme de la Terre Promise. 


A r issue de l’examen mfedical de routine que subissaient les 
nouveanx arrivants, Boris, ainsi d’ailleurs que pluaeuzs autres 
perso lines de sexe mascuKn, -fut mis ft part: leurs tuyaux 
d'fechappement n’dtaient pas coupds de la fagon rdgjementaire, 
prescrite par la religion de Moise. Tous furent amends rfamc un 
hdpital proche et dofent subir l’opdration de dreonasion, bfenigne 
il est vrai. m ais 6 combi en doukmreuse! 

Vdntableoent Juif et ft peine ca p able de remettre sa culotte 
sans ressentir des douleurs (Tagonie. Boris fut amend un 
centre (faces eQ pour les no uvea ux imnugrfes. Malgrd ses trois 
anndes (fdtudes univ er sit air es dTidbreu, les responsables ddddfe- 
rent qn il lui fallait suivre des cours intensifs d’initiatiou pendant 
une pdriode de six semaines. 

En Israel, on devait bosser dur! En plus des corns (fhdbreu, il 
tkvait suivre des corns condenses de religion et dliistoire 
hdbraique^. Ces cours ne repidsentaient en fait qu'un lavage de 
cervcau bien oigamsd, destrnd ft imj^anter la doctrine sioniste et 
la haine des Arabes d ans le cccur des oouveaxrx arrivants. 

A peine levd, Boris avait juste le temps de sliaWIIer. 
a ingurgiter un rapide petit ddjeuner, avast que les cours ne 
oomnieiicenL n avait une heure pour le ddjeftner. puis 5 a 
recommengait jusqu’ft dnq heures du soir. H fallai t ensurie faire 
les devtars, rfiviser les Iegons, diner et se lavex! 

♦Quelle viel*, se lamentait Boris. Il n’avait m 4 me pas le temps 
de voir Sarah, transf£rde avec ses parents dans un autre centre 
djaccueii (pour vrai Juifs cehii-d). «Ca passers! Ca passera!*, se 
disait-u pour se consoler. 

$abd Farab 
• (A suivre) 
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Prices said 
to increase 
in Hungary 
next month 

BUDAPEST (AP) — The price 
of bakery products, sugar. Boor, 
lice, cosmetics and other house- 
hold products will go up on Jan. 
2, a newspaper reported Friday. 

According to the Budapest 
da2y Nepszabadsag, bread and 
other bakery goods would rise 
by 30 per cent, management 
officials at food trading corn* 
psKS said. 

the paper said prices would 
rise for the other listed products 
bat did not specify by how much 
because, under new regulations, 
wholesalers can only suggest re- 
tail prices. 

final prices will be deter- 
mined by market conditions, the 
paper said. 

The state railroads have 
announced that domestic fares 
would increase by 80 per cent 
and tire national telephone com- 
pany Is planning a ISO per cent 
bike in phone charges. 

Postal services are going up by 
40 per cent and municipal bus 
Cares by 55 per cent early next 
year. 

The increases are necessary to 
offset dwindling state subsidies, 
slashed by the government as it 
tries to pass through parliament 
a 1991 budget projecting a 78 
bOfion forint (S1.3 billion) de- 
ficit. The austerity measures are 
a precondition for credit from 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Price rises, 
falling output 
put Bulgaria 

in a crisis 

SOFIA (AP) — Prices on basic 
foods, consumer items and ser- 
vices have risen dramatically 
wnca May while overall output 
has dropped, leading the state 
news agency BTA to declare the 
country in an “emergency situa- 
tion." 

. Prices were 46.9 per cent high- 
er on average in November than 
in May, ac c o r di ng to a report" by' 
the Central Statistics Office- 

Food price increases averaged 
30.4 per cent on average and 
pices on other goods rose an 
average of 54.4 per cent. Ser- 
vices went op 21.9 per cent, 
while rents and taxi fores dou- 
bled. 

But stores remain barren of 
many staples despite the spiral- 
ing prices and rationing. 

Overall production in the 
country is expected to drop by 
15-17 per cent for the year, BT A 
said. 


Yugoslavia devalues dinar 

faces key year in 1991 


BELGRADE (R) - Yugoslav 
Prime Minister Ante Markovic 
Friday announced a 22.2 per 

cent devaluation G f the dinar 

*8*38# the Destscbcmark to try 
to save the country from econo- 
mic collapse. 

Markovic, unveihng his gov- 
ernment's policies for xbc com- 
ing year, told parliament that 
1991 would decide whether 
Yugoslavia would survive or dis- 
integrate. because of economic 
crisis and political and ethnic 
rivalries among its six republics. 

“The coming year is key, not 
Only for the success or failure of 
reform but for the survival of 
Yugoslavia,” Markovic 


Markovic said the gov ernm ent 
had agreed to fix the ^x ch» T? gf 
rate at nine dinars to one mark 
after keeping it at seven dinars 


since last Jan. 1. 

He said the decision would 
come into force Jan. 1. 

The devaluation would give 
exports a boost that would out- 
weigh any surge of inflation it 
caused, Markovic said. 

Yugoslav and Western eco- 
nomists had estimated that the 
dinar was up to 80 per ecu 
overvalued. Yugoslav exporters 
said they were being crippled by 
the 7:1 exchange rate. 

Yugoslavia has been drifting 
into political and economic 
chaos since the death in 1980 of 
communist ruler Joap Bros Tito 
after 35 years in power. 

The decline accelerated this 
year as free elections ended 45 
yean of communist rale in four 
of the country's six republics and 
incr e as ed , political divisions in 
the multi-ethnic federation. 


Rows between the rival repub- 
lics have deepened the c o on om k 
crisis by blocking Western-style 
reforms launched by Markovic 
at the start of 1990 and dis- 
couraging foreign investors. 

Foreign debts total 519 billion, 
industrial output is falling and 
annual inflation is approaching 

120 per cent. The foreign trade 
deficit is more than S4 trillion. 

He called for wage cuts at 
loss-making firms, targe cuts in 
public spending and held out 
the hope that annual inflation 
would be restricted to 30 to 40 
per cent in 1992. 

He demanded a long-stalled 
overhaul of the banking system 
and ordered republics deman- 
ding more independence of 
federal laws lo stop withholding 
payments into government 
funds. 


Falling U.S. economic index 

deepening recession 



FAO appeals for urgent action 
to avert famine across Africa 


NAIROBI (R) — The United 
Nations issued an urgent appeal 
Friday for food aid to avert a 
massive famine drought on by 
ware and drought across Africa. 

A report by the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) warned that food aid 
needs for 1991 were expected to 
increase sharply at a time when 
global supplies were in decline 
and Africa faced severe balance 
of payments difficulties. 

The report said two success- 
sive years of drought bad caused 
crop failures in countries border- 
ing the Sahel from Mauritania in 
the west to Ethiopia in the east. 

“Of most concern is the rapid- 
ly deteriorating situation is 
Sudan and the continuing food 
emergency in northern 
Ethiopia,** it said. 

It warned that widespread loss 
of life would be inevitable in 
parts of these countries unless 
nearly two milli on tonnes of 
food aid arrived next year. 

“Only early action trill avert 
food shortages and widespread 


suffering in 1991,“ it said. 

Starvation caused by drought 
and civil wars in Ethiopia and 
Sudan killed an estimated 2.7 
million people is the 1980s. 

External food aid and logistic- 
al support will also be needed in 
several Sahelian countries in 
West Africa, where cereal har- 
vests declined from 7.95 million 
tonnes to 7.5 million tonnes over 

the last year. 

• 

The report urged support for 
speedy deliveries of food to 
populations starving as a result 
of displacement by wan in sever- 
al countries, particularly Ango- 
la, Liberia and Mozambique. 

The 10-month-old dvil war in 
Liberia has caused the displace- 
ment of 850,000 people who now 
rely on food aid to survive. 

An estimated 110,000 tonnes 
of food are required for a U.N. 
programme in Angola to run 
truck convoys through “peace 
corridors” to reach 1.9 million 
drought-stricken people. 

Almost two million refugees 


re turning home to Mozambique 
face serious food shortages, but 
only about 50 per cent of the 
600.000 tonnes of food pledged 
by donors for 1990*?! has so far 
arrived. 

The shortfall reflects what the 
report argues may be a sign that 
worries over food shortages in 
foe Soviet Union and eastern 
Europe will divert assistance 
away from African countries. 

“We appeal to foe developed 
countries not to let domestic 
economic constraints and con- 
cern for foe problems of eastern 
Europe divert their attention 
from the food needs of millions 
of Africans,” FAO Director- 
General Edouard Saouma said. 

Only 2.7 million tonnes of 
food aid were delivered to sub- 
Saharan Africa in 19S9.90, com- 
pared with foe 3.9 million tonnes 
pledged by donors. 

Bnt foe FAO's early warning 
system indicated a sharp in- 
crease in food aid requirements 
in 1990/91 comp ar ed with levels 
in the previous year. 


WASHINGTON’ iR'. - The 
U S. government’s main gauge 
for predicting foe economy's, 
course fell fer a fifth straight 
month in November, foe Com- 
merce pepanmec: said Friday, 
adding to evidence Thai America 
is slipping deeper into recession. 

Economists said foe foe steep 
1.2 per cent drop in the Novem- 
ber index of leading indicators 
suggests no quick end to foe 
slowdown and foa: lower in- 
terest rates are Deeded to stimu- 
late business acrivitv. 

“I don't trust leading indica- 
tors by itself but it is confirming 
evidence of what we are seeing 
everywhere in foe econcmy. 
which is that things are going 
downhill ui a burry .” said David 
Wyss. senior vice- 


r.: of 

DRI/McGraw wi 3 Inc. m Lexing- 
ton, Massachusetts . 

Thursday, the department 
said orders for long-lasting dur- 


able goods like cars and re- 
frigerators plunged 10.5 per cent 
in November, matching a record 
in January when orders tumbled 
at tile sharpest rate in 32 years, 
since records were started. 

Orders are one component of 
the broad-based leading indica- 
tors index, which has been skid- 
ding steadDy since July. 

The November decline fol- 
lowed a revised fall of 1.3 per 
cent in October and 0.8 per cent 
in September. A string of three 
or more drops in the basket of 
economic indicators is consi- 
dered a reliable predictor of a 
shrinking economy. 

“As far as foe economy is 
concerned, there's no reason for 
.optimism." said ward McCarthy, 
managing director at Stone and 
McCarthy Research Associates 
lac, in New "York. 

"There's nothing you can 
point at that would suggest the 


bottom is near," McCarthy added. 

Wyss said it was troubling that 
major commercial banks have 
not lowered prime lending rates 
in response to the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) board's half percen- 
tage point cut on Dec. 19 in its 
trend-setting discount rate to 6.5 
per Cent. 

Lower prime rates are likely 
early in January, Wyss said, but 
it may not be enough to rcin- 
vigoraxe consumer confidence 
and boost corporate willinge&s to 
spend and invest. 

**I think the Fed is going to 
have to lower interest rates more 
than they have to encourage 
more private-sector activity.” 
Wyss said. He expects a move as 
early as next week with a lower- 
ing of foe federal funds rate on 
overnight loans to 6.75 per cent. 

The decline last month in 
leading indicators, which are in- 
tended to reveal the direction of 


the economy ir. six :: : 
month's nmc, wii braad-b 
and sharp. It exceeded Will 
Street economis'd.' expecta'ioss 
of a 0.6 per oenl decline. 

Eight cf :: indicators :n foe 
index fell in Ncvemce;. lei by 
weaker orders ic: rd-nsurr.er 
goods, lower cctrjsoirj r tires, 
smaller order backless, fe^cr 
pi ant and equiprr.cr,: orders, 
more unemployment fos urines 
claims, a shorter work week, a 

smaller money supply . 

Three indicators were posi- 
tive: Higher stock prices, slower 
vendor deliveries and unproved 
consumer expectations. 

Financial markets suffered 
under a drumbeat cf bad econo- 
mic news this week, and Friday 
the dollar's value and govern- 
ment bond prices weakened. 
Stock prices were alsc weaker 
after foe report on leading in- 
dicators was published. 


Pravda says Soviet rail systeim 

• - * ■ 

needs revamp to stop shortages 


MOSCOW (R) — The commun- 
ist party daily Pravda has said 
foe entire Soviet railway net- 
work had to be modernised 
rapidly if current widespread 
food shortages were to be over- 
come once and for all. 

The paper made foe call after 
sending two reporters to check 
on the vital Soviet station com- 
plex at Brest, on the Polish 
border, through which imports 
and foreign aid poor into foe 
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Soviet Union from western 
Eu rop e. 

The reporters painted a pic- 
ture of chaos, with thousands of 
tonnes of goods sidelined for 
weeks as Soviet workers strug- 
gled to transfer them to dilapi- 
dated domestic rail wagons, 
which run on a wider gauge. 

“And you immediately re- 
member that somewhere far 
away, in different towns across 
foe con try, there are empty 
shelves in the shops, angry peo- 
ple, queues and interrupted sup- 
plies," foe paper said. 

“The growing volume of 
goods simply demands that foe 
entire (rail) transportation sys- 
tem be switched to a modern 
basis as soon as possible. The 
gates to our country should be 
gates and not dead ends at the 
border,” the papacr said. 


The collapsing distribution 
network is largely blamed for 
food shortages sweeping foe 
country, but Pravda said the 
workers at Brest were farther 
hampered by shoddy equipment 
and bad conditions. 

“Railway engineers (through- 
out the country) are tied down 
with identical problems — 
ageing wagons and poor mecha- 
nisation of work," it said. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has put the KGB security 
service in charge of distributing 
foreign aid and set up workers’ 
control groups to curb black 
mark electing. 

Bnt it is hard to judge how 
effective these measures will be 
given foe state of the railway 
system, which transports the 
majority of goods through the 
huge country. 
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SPRING BREAK 


Egypt said to 
commence 
floating 
pound next 
month 

CAIRO (Rj — Economy Minis- 
ter Yoossri Mustapha was re- 
ported Saturday as saving Egypt 
would start in mid-January gra- 
dually to float the pound — a 
key demand by foe International 
Monetary Fund fIMF). 

In as early edition of foe 
influential Ai Gomhouriya 
newspaper. Mustapha also said 
foreign exchange offices would 
be allowed to operate legally 
alongside banks. 

The newspaper reported: 
“Dr. Youssri Mustapha stated 
that foe application of proce- 
dures to float the Egyptian 
pound gradually will be from the 
middle of next month." 

Egypt cracked down on illegal 
currency traders this month after 
foe dollar hit record highs be- 
cause of shortages triggered by 
.Iraq'*.- Aug*. 2. i&yasion of 
Kuwait. _ _ _ 

The government also banned 
foe 16 legal foreign exchange 
offices in the free zone tin* of 
Port Said from in dol- 

lars from Dec. 10. 

Al Gomhouriya said Egypt's 
central bank had set a minimum 
interest rate of 12 per cent on 
three-month deposits in Egyp- 
tian pounds, while leaving banks 
free to set their own ceilings. 

It also said foe central bank 
agreed to scrap a loan interest 
rate ceiling — apparently in 
agreement with IMF demands. 
Economists said this month the 
IMF had toughened its stand and 
demanded Egypt scrap a ceiling 
it had proposed on the interest 
rate banks could charge borrow- 
ers. 

Egypt originally proposed in 
October a ceiling of 22 per cent, 
and later suggested 24 per cent, 
but the IMF had argued any 
ceiling was pointless, foe eco- 
nomists said. 


Japanese cabinet approves 

70.35 trillion yen budget 


TOKYO fAP) — The cabinet 
Saturday approved a proposed 
budget of 70.35 trillion yen 
f S52I.I billion) for fiscal 1991 
tha: emphasises increased 
spending on foreign aid and pub- 
lic works. 

The growth rate in defence 
spending would be foe lowest in 
three years, with foe plan emph- 
asising military logistics im- 
provement over weaponry to re- 
flect the relaxation of cold war 
tensions. 

Finance Minister Ryutaro 
HaJrimoio described the nation- 
al spending plan as "a ‘daily 
life-oriented’ budget, designed 
to improve foe quality of nation- 
al life,” a reference to projects 
such as sewers, airports and 
roads. 

Under the proposed budget 
for the fiscal year beginning 


April 1 , which still must be 
approved by parliament, spend- 
ing would rise 6.2 per cent- The 
plan is based on a government 
forecast that economic growth 
will slow to 3.8 per cent from 5.2 
per cent this fiscal year. 

Public works spending would 
rise six per cent to 6.59 trillion 
yen (548.8 billion), reflecting 
pressure from foe United States 
for Japan to spend more money 
on infrastructure projects at 
home in a bid to reduce foe 
stubborn bilateral trade imba- 
lance. 

Last minute lobbying by foe 
foreign ministry won a proposed 
increase in foreign aid of eight 
per cent to 883.1 billion yen 
(56.54 billion). 

Newspapers reported that foe 
foreign ministry argued that the 
finance ministry's original prop- 
osal of a 5.8 per cent foreign aid 


increase would r.c: .t;;: vo:I 
expects ticr.s fer :r.u: rr.at.tn: 
assistance irem Japan. wl"ca ha 
foe second largest eccr.orty afrs 
foe United State'. 

The Kyodo Newt Service sai 
foe proposal would reconfirr: 
Japan's position as foe world’ 
largest donor cf overseas de 
velopment. 

The draft budget plar. calls fo 
4.39 trillion yen iS32.S billion 
on defence, a rise of nearly 5.: 
per cent, which would be slighti; 
less than one per cent of gr os 
national product, (GNP). 

A finance ministry statemen 
on foe budget described fo< 
country's fiscal situation a- 
grim. 

The government expects : 
drop in the growth of tax re 
venues to 6.5 per cent from 13.1 
per cent in fiscal 2990. 


Romania plans $lb 
■budget deficit for ’94 


BUCHAREST (R) — Roma- 
nia's reforming government 
announced plans Friday for a 51 
billion budget deficit in 1991, 
after a year of turbulence follow- 
ing foe overthrow of dictator 
Nioolae Ccausescu last Decem- 
ber. 

Finance Minister Theodor 
Stolojan told reporters the first 
budget to be submitted to par- 
liamentary debate in 50 years 
would show a deficit of 37 billion 
lei (51.05 billion). 

Tbe shortfall, equivalent to 
almost two per cent of gross 
national product, assumes that 
output, which fell sharply in 
1990, will not only be main- 
tained in the coining year but 
even grow by one per cent. 

“This is an optimistic hypoth- 
esis and we expea the budget to 
be in for a very treated debate,” 


Colombia presses banks 


BOGOTA (R) — The Col- 
ombian government said Friday 
it was deferring for 90 days 
repayments on its S6 billion debt 
with foreign commercial banks. 

A statement from the monet- 
ary council, which sets monetary- 
policy, said foe government 
would defer for 90 days pay- 
ments on public debt due to 
banks between Jan. 1 and March 
28. 


Local news reports said the 
decision would affect about 5200 
million of repayments. 

Officials said the government 
had taken the decision a! foe 
request of foreign banks drawing 
up a new four-year financing 
package for foe government of 
President Cesar Gaviria. 

p 

They said foe big foreign 
banks wanted the step to press- 
ore smaller banks, which eight 


drag their heels, into joining the 
new financing package which 
will run from 1991 to 1994. 

“It's like saying I won't pay 
you unless you cooperate with 
the next loan," one official, who 
asked not to be identified, said. 
"It’s nothing to ger alarmed ab- 
out.” 

Colombia announced last 
mouth it had reached agreement 
in principle on a new 51.775 
trillion financing agreement with 
a 13-bank advisory committee 
led by foe U.S. Chemical Bank- 
ing Corp. 

The official said foe deferral 
would only affect commercial 
bank debt. 

Colombia has a lota] foreign 
debt of 516.2 billion. It is the 
only Latin American nation not 
to have rescheduled its foreign 
debt during tbe debt crisis of tbe 
1980s. 


Stolojan said. 

Tbe deficit reflects falling pro- 
duction and plummeting exports 
as Romania ends its first year of 
economic restructuring since it 
embarked on foe painful transi- 
tion to a market economy after 
last year’s revolution. 

It also reflects foe disintegra- 
tion of trade with other countries 
in foe former communist Com- 
econ trade bloc, which will start 
trading in hard currency next 
year instead of using a barter 
system denominated in roubles. 

Stolojan said foe government 
aimed to seek private investment 
wherever possible.. 

“It is all a matter of replacing 
state investments with private 
ooes,” be said. 

Romania has also been hit by 
foe Gulf crisis, which pushed up 
oil prices and cut off trade with 
Iraq, which bad been settling its 
SI. 7 billion debate to Romania 
with crude oil. 


Venezuelan 

economy 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuela’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
grew by 4.4 per car/, this year, a 
sign of recovery two years into 
foe government's economic re- 
form programme, central bank 
president Pedro Tinocc said Fri- 
day. 

The 4.4 per cent increase in 
GDP came after last year’s 8.3 
per cent contraction. GDP mea- 
sures foe total value of a nation's 
goods and services, minus foe 
effects of trade. 

Tbe nation's oil sector grew by 

8.5 per cent while foe nen- 
petroleum sector expanded by 

3.5 per cent, and inflation drop- 
ped to 36.5 per cent, after a 
record 81 per cent in 1989, Tino- 
co told reporters at a news con- 
ference. 

But unemployment for tbe 
year reached 10 per cent, a 0.4 
per cent increase over the 19S9 
rate, he said. 
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TO LET 
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rFURNISHED DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT' 
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verandas, semi penthouse with tile floor, maid room with 
bathroom. ViHa has centra- heating, telephone, garage and 
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Sudanese ambassador's residents. 
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1 3 die in fresh S. Africa violence 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Thirteen people died in scat- 
tered nationwide violence after a 
Christmas lull, including four 
killed in a faction fight in eastern 
Natal province, police said 
Saturday. 

The Inkatha Freedom Party, 
meanwhile, criticised plans by 
the rival African National Con- 
gress (ANC) to intensify a mass 
action campaign in Natal, where 
virtual warfare between the 
black opposition groups has kil- 
led thousands. 

A police unrest report distri- 
buted by the independent South 
African Press Association 
fSAPA) said 11 of the deaths 
occurred in Natal, power base of 
Zuln-dominated Inkatha. The 
report, which covered the pre- 
vious 24 hours, provided few 


details of the incidents. 

Four people were killed and 
11 houses set alight near 
Greytown in what police de- 
scribed as a faction fight, which 
usually involves Inkatha suppor- 
ters against Xhosas and other 
blacks loyal to the ANC. 

SAPA reported three of the 
victims were shot to death. 

Another four people died of 
stab wounds near Port S hep- 
stone, the police report said. It 
provided no further information. 

Two people died when police 
fended off a stone-throwing mob 
by firing tear gas. service pistols 
and shotguns near Koster, a 
town 100 kilometres northwest 
of Johannesburg, the police re- 
port said. 

It said a police vehicle was 
damaged and one officer injured 


in the stoning. 

Two bodies with stab wounds 
were found near Creighton in 
Natal, the report said, and the 
burned body of a black man was 
found near' Port Sbepstone. 

Inkatha and the ANC have 
been feuding for years over 
methods of fighting the apar- 
theid system of racial segrega- 
tion and white dominance. 

President F. W. De Klerk has 
pledged to eliminate apartheid 
and negotiate a new constitution 
that would give blacks political 
power. 

The white-led government 
and the ANC, the largest 
opposition group, have held 
talks aimed at setting up the 
constitutional negotiations. 

But chronic violence, usually 

savage street fighting between 


ANC and Inkatha supporters, 
has strained the talks. The vio- 
lence has killed more than 5,000 
people in Natal in five years, and 
spread to Joh ann esb urg -area Mac k 
townships in August, killing 
another 1,000 people. 

The ANC blames Inkatha for 
the faction fighting, alleging In- 
katba leader Mangosuthn 
Buthelca wants to broaden his 
power base beyond Natal, the 
-traditional Zulu homeland. 

Inkatha accuses the ANC of 
trying to dominate the black 
opposition movement. 

An Inkatha statement late Fri- 
day protested ANC plans for 
increased demonstrations, 
strikes and other mass action in 
Natal beginning Jan. 13 to furth- 
er pressure the government for 
change. 


Walesa proposes young 


MP as prime minis ter 


WARSAW (R) — President 
Lech Walesa Saturday proposed 
Jan Krzysztof Bielecki as Po- 
land's new prime minister, the 
presidential spokesman said. 

Bielecki, 39. is a Solidarity 
member of the lower house of 
parliament (Sejm) and a leader 
of a small but influential free 
market party called the Liberal- 
Democratic Congress. 

Presidential spokesman. 
Andrzej Dzzydmski said Walesa 
had sent a formal motion to 
parliament nominating Bielecki. 
.The nomination must be 
approved by the Sejm before 
Bielecki can succeed outgoing 
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
wieckf. 

A former academic. Bielecki 
is a longtime Solidarity adviser 
on economic issues. 

An advocate of radical free 
market policies, he is expected 


to keep Finance Minister Leszek 
Balcerowicz at his post and form 
a team of technocrats that will 
give him support for faster eco- 
nomic change. 

"The government should be a 
team of professionals who are 
united by some feeling of com- 
mon ideals,’* be said in a recent 
newspaper interview. 

Bielecki favours far quicker 
privatisation of the Polish eco- 
nomy than Mazowiecki. He has 
said his proposals are so far- 
reaching that they should be put 
to a referendum. 

Walesa has been seeking a 
new prime minister since his 
election as president on Dec. 9. 

Mazowiecki, premier for 15 
months, resigned after a humi- 
liating defeat by Walesa and 
emigre businessman Stanislaw 
Tyminslri in the first-round pres- 
idential vote last month. 


Moscow prepares to cut 
economic aid to Cuba 


MOSCOW (AP) — While the 
Soviet Union prepares to cut 
economic aid to Cuba next 
month and some lawmakers 
question future political ties, its 
longtime ally in tbe Caribbean is 
bracing for the worst. 

Cuban President Fidel Castro 
Friday spoke of impending dis- 
missals of Communist Party offi- 
cials during a parliamentary ses- 
sion on ways to restructure the 
island nation's political and eco- 
nomic system, the Havana-based 
news agency Prensa Latina re- 
ported. 

"Castro expressed that the 
Central Committee had reached 
excessive levels of personnel." 
said an agency dispatch moni- 
tored in Mexico City. 

It said the party personnel 
must be transferred to farm 
work and construction to meet 
Cuba's needs in the face of 


economic crisis. 

Soviet econmic aid to Cuba 
hovers at $5 billion a year, and 
military aid is near the $1.5- 
bOlion mark, according to West- 
ern estimates. But economic 
hard times in the Soviet Union 
are expected to mean an aid 
reduction decision during Janu- 
ary trade talks. 


The Kremlin maintains it will 
stand by Castro politically. But 
Castro's unflagging rejection of 
Soviet-style reform may influ- 
ence the national supreme 
Soviet legislature when it cranes 
to debating a foreign aid bill. 


"If they (Cubans) continue 
the so-called ‘old course,’ well 
let them continue. But foreign 
aid won’t be as it was before," 
said Nikolai V. Neyiand, a mem- 
ber of tbe Supreme Soviet's 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


Greek government decision to free 


1967 coup leaders angers leftists 


ATHENS (R) — The Greek 
government’s decision to free 
from jail 13 military officers who 
seized power in 1967 and im- 
posed a seven-year dictatorship 
has provoked a storm of protest 
and could prove a risky political 
gamble. 

Left-wing leaders, who repre- 
sent about half the electorate, 
put aside recent feuding to ugite 
in denouncing Friday's move by 
the conservative government' 
and branded it “an insult to the 
struggle for democracy.*' 

Among those to be freed are 
tbe three former army officers 
who organised the bloodless 
coup and were sentenced to 
death by a special court in 1975. 

Their sentences were com- 
muted to life in prison by tbe 


conservative government of the 
time, elected after the military 
junta collapsed and democracy 
was restored in 1974. 

Among them is the man 
whose name beeme synonymous 
with the coup and the subse- 
quent torture, jailing and exile 
of thousands of Greek citizens 
—former Colonel George Papa- 
do pou] os. ■ 

Papadopoulos masterminded 
the coup on April 21, 1967, and 
eventually appointed himself 
prime minis ter and then presi- 
dent of Greece. He was ousted 
from power by another officer in 
1973. 

Sentenced with him to be ex- 
ecuted by firing squad for high 
treason were his self-proclaimed 
vice-presidents — Brigadier- 


General Styiianos Pattakos and 
Colonel Nikola os Makarezos. 

All three ex-officers had their 
sentences commuted to life in 
prison in 1975 and ail are ex- 
pected to be free in the next few 
weeks. Ten other officers, serv- 
ing 20 years to life, will also be 
freed. 

Only former Brigadier- 
General Dimitri os Ioannides, 
who joined the 1967 coup and 
then ousted Papadopoulos from 
power in 1973, wiD remain in 
jail. He is serving a life sentence. 

Ioannides is loathed by many 
for inspiring a brief coup on the 
independent, mainly Greek- 
speaking island of Cyprus in July 
1974. It triggered a Turkish inva- 
sion and led to tbe island’s milit- 
ary partition. 


Brow? breaks out in Taiwan parliament 


TAIPEI (AP) — A session of 
Taiwan's parliament ended in, 
pandemonium and fights near 
midnight Friday when opposi- 
tion legislators tossed oranges, 
tea cups and wastepaper baskets 
at tbe speaker, witnesses re- 
ported Saturday. 


quickly left the meeting hall as 
members of the tiny opposition 
Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) continued to battle politi- 
cians from the governing 
Nationalist Party. 


Protected by police with 
shields, speaker Liang Su-Jung 


None of tbe legislators was 
seriously injured in the 10- 
minute fight but DPP lawmaker 
Hsieh Chang-Tien suffered a 


bleeding nose, officials reported. 
Dozens of other legislators were 
hit by fruit and their suits were 
soiled by tea. 

DPP legislator Tai Chen-Yao 
tossed Liang's chair down from 
the podium to protest his depar- 
ture, which followed quick votes 
that ended an opposition filibus- 
ter and approved a ciemencv 
bill. 


Philippines has region’s worst navy 


MANILA (AP) — In 1968, Fili- 
pino seamen sailed a cast-off 
U.S. warship across the Pacific 
for service in their navy. Last 
November, the 4S-year-old ves- 
sel finally sank in a typhoon. 

Tbe saga of the patrol ship 
Nueva Vizcaya, which sank on 
Nov. 14 off Cebu, typifies the 
problems facing the navy, a fleet 
of "floating coffins" in the words 
of one official and the stepchild 
of a poorly equipped armed 
forces. 

Although a nation of 7,100 
islands, with more coastline than 
the continental United States, 
tbe Philippines has the most 
primitive navy in South East 
Asia. 

"Being an archipelago, we 
must become a sea power or we 
will be powerless," navy chief 
Rear Admiral Mariano Duman- 
cas said in a recent interview. 

Tbe navy's inventory consists 
mostly of World War II hand- 
me-downs from the United 
Stares, including the Nueva Viz- 
caya, which was built in July 
1942 and once known as the 
Aitrns. 

The vintage ships have poor 
navigational equipment and in- 
adequate anti-pollution mari- 
time devices, according to a sec- 
ret navy report obtained by the 
Associated Press. The report 
said Philippine warships average 
41 years of age, compared with 
29 for the Indonesian Navy and 
13 for the Malaysians. 

“It’s not safe or effective to 
have these floating coffins 
used." a d m itted a senior navy 
officer, who spoke on condition 
he not be named. 

The demise of the Nueva Viz- 
caya, which spent its last few 


years being towed from dock to 
dock because its engine was in- 
operable. left the navy 22 patrol 
ships, 21 transport vessels, 85 
small craft and 14 aircraft. 

“On the surface, this inven- 
tory looks huge.” the classified 
report said. “In reality... they 
have very limited operational 
capabilities, and have become 
very expensive to operate and 
maintain." 

Tbe report admitted that "in 
an bonest-to-goodness encoun- 
ter, the capacity of our men-of- 
war to sustain as a viable naval 
force is extremely doubtful." 

Among its other deficiencies, 
the Philippine Navy has no capa- 
bility against submarines, missile 
attack or mine warfare. 

While the U.S. Navy has a 
formidable fleet of carriers, des- 
troyers and assault ships in Subic 
Bay, 80 kilometres northwest of 
Manila, Philippine sailors patrol 
their own waters with three 
wooden outriggers. 

Occasionally, the navy must 
borrow private boats for raids 
against pirates and smugglers, 
according to navy officers in 
Subic. 

“Countries in this region are 
modernising their navies and 
some are in good shape." said 
Joris Janssen- Lok, naval editor 
of the respected Jane’s Defence 
Weekly in London. “But this 
country is indeed deplorable." 

Since independence from the 
United States in 1946. land 
forces have traditionally re- 
ceived the largest share of the 
defence budget because of per- 
sistent in t ern al security prob- 
lems, including Muslim and 
Communist insurgencies. 

Meanwhile. Filipino officials 


grew lax in building a credible 
navy because there was no im- 
mediate threat and even if there 
were, they could always rely on 
tbe Americans. 

However, foe Mutual Defence 
Treaty obliges the United States 
to defend the Philippines against 
foreign aggression and not com- 
bat smugglers, pirates or incur- 
sions by foreign navies. 

"The prolonged presence of 
tbe- U.&. military in our country 
made us neglect to undertake 
tbe necessary long-term steps to 
build our external defence over 
tbe years,” said Sen. Letida 
Shahani, chief sponsor of a con- 
gressional bill to modernise the 
navy. 

Dependence on tbe U.S. Navy 
is often illustrated during 
typhoons, air and sea accidents 
and other disasters when Philip- 
pine authorities turn to the 
Americans because they lack the 
capability for their own search 
and rescue operations. 

Last year, the navy received 
16 per cent of the defence 

budget with the army and the 
Philippine Constabulary receiv- 
ing more than half. 

Realising the seed to mod- 
ernise, the navy proposed an 
- additional allocation of 12 billion 
poos ($430 million) to buy new 
ships over five years. But infla- 
tion and tbe felling peso are 
threatening to increase costs 
beyond those projections. 

“There is an urgent need to 
upgrade the navy, but realistical- 
ly, we cannot afford it," said 
Sen. Ernesto Maceda, chairman 
of the Senate Defence Commit- 
tee. “We have to subsidise rice, 
feel, schools, buy medicines — 
basics first." 


Barry 

bows out as 


Washington 


mayor 


WASHINGTON (AP) — By 
any measure, 1990 was a terrible 
year for Mayor Marion Barry. It 
began with ins videotaped arrest 
in a drug sting, and saw him 
convicted of cocaine possession 
and defeated for a lesser office. 
And in the end, his wife moved 
out on him. 

Barry, once one of the na- 
tion's most prominent and prom- 
ising black politicians, is set to 
leave office on Jan. 2 unem- 
ployed and with a six-month jail 
sentence hanging over his head. 


Bat the former civil rights 
worker, who has relished the 
underdog’s role in a 30-year 
career in the public eye. insists 
his chin is up — even after being 
forced to abandon plans to run 
for a fourth, four-year term and 
suffering a humiliating defeat in 
his bid for a city council 

seat. 


"Some people would be sad. 
other people would be dis- 
appointed ... sort of downcast," 
Barry said in an interview. "I 
feel relieved. Some people 
would feel regret, but that's not 
here with me — maybe it ought 
to be. but it's not." 


) But detractors and supporters 
j alike help but wonder at the 
promisi n g future once held by a 
man who left behind foe bleak 
poverty of his boyhood in Itta 
Bena. Mi s si ssi ppi, to become a 
foot soldier in foe civil rights 
movement and later the un- 
rivalled star of Washington’s loc- 
al politics. 


"He had his life together 
beautifully at one time, but he’s 
blown it, and be blew it in this 
last term," said Max Berry, a 
former Barry supporter who 
directed tbe mayor’s 1986 re- 
election effort. "He did a lot of 
good thing s in those first seven 
years that no one will remember, 
and be’s tbe reason that his own 
life is in disarray.' 




Longtime supporter Calvin 
Rolark, a local community activ- 
ist, said Bany is “a success stray, 
because he showed what true 
black leadership can be about." 


"At tbe same time, be showed 
the effect of drugs on irxfi- 
vidnals, no matter how strong 
people are," Rolark said. “I 
think the history of Marion Bar- 
ry will show that you can go from 
a few maker to a few breaker." 

Dissident Wade Roman Catho- 
lic priest George S tallings de- 
scribed Barry’s legal travails as 
“a national tragedy," but in- 
sisted that the mayor should be 
remembered for his wide range 
of accomplishments, particularly 
the development of a minority 
contracting procedure that 
generates more than $600 mil- 
lion annually for business owned 
by African-Americans, Hispa- 
nics and other groups. 


Kaifu 


carries 


out major 
cabinet 


reshuffle 


TOKYO fR) — Prime Minister 
Tosfriki Kaifu bowed to pressure 
from ruling party bosses Satur- 
day and carried out a major 
reshuffle of his cabinet, bringing 
18 new ministers. 


in 


But Kaifu, whose popularity 
at home is fading, won a small 
victory by hanging on to his 
finance and foreign ministers 
and shutting out politicians 
tainted by past scandals- 

A government spokesman 
told a news conference that Fi- 
nance Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto and Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama would keep their 
posts to ensure continuity in 
Japan's economic and foreign 
policies. 

Kaifn appointed 18 new mem- 
bers to his 21-member team — 
ins third cabinet since taking 
office in August 1989 — in the 
face of strong pressure from the 
powerful bosses of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP). 

The party barons had wanted 
foe cabinet revamped to reward 
loyal subordinates with coveted 
cabinet posts. 

Kaifu had opposed this be- 
cause of mounting problems and 
sought to delay a reshuffle at 
least until January. But he had 
been forced to give in, political 
analysts said. 

Kaif u was hand-picked by the 
party bosses as a stop-gap pre- 
mier after they suffered a series 
of setbacks in sex and stock 
scandals . But be had never man- 
aged to win any influence among 
them. 

He registered some success in 
the latest reshuffle by blocking 
demands to bring in figures im- 
plicated in past scandals. 

He was careful to choose 
ministers who were free of any 
links with the damaging recruit 
stock peddling racket that shook 
foe party in 1988-1989. 

Kaffir's band in naming a 
"dean" cabinet appeared to 
have been strengthened by the 
case of legislator Toshiyuki In- 
amura. Inanrura was formally 
charged this week with evading 
tax on earnings from shady 
stocks trading. 

Government spokesman Mis- 
ojo Sakamoto said Justice Muns- 
ter Seiroku Kajiyama, who drew 
charges of racism after saying 
that blacks and prostitutes 
ruined good neighbourhoods, 
had been drop ped from the new 
cabinet. 

He was replaced by Megumu 
Sato, a one-time civil servant 
who served as postal minister 
under former Premier Yasuhiro 
Nakasone. 

Among other changes, Yulri- 
hiko Ikeda, former minister for 
administration coordination, 
was appointed head of the de- 
fence agency wfafie Motoji Kon- 
do was named agriculture minis- 
ter. 

Kondo, a specialist in farm 
affairs, would take on the tough 
task of negotiating with 
Washington over demands to 
open Japan’s rice market. 

Ehchi Nakao, a fluent English 
speaker and a veteran negotiator 
in trade disputes with tbe United 
States, was given the post of 
minister for international trade 
and industry. 

Nakao and Kondo were ex- 
pected to attend next mouth's 
multilateral trade talks which 
follows die collapse of the Uru- 
guay Round world trade nego- 
tiations earlier this month. 

only woman in Kaifu’s 
s Aldk< 

tertamer who was 
and technology 


new team was Akiko Santo. 


former TV es 
named 


In 1987, Santo was fired as 
chairperson of a parliamentary 
committee because she skipped 
sessions to play golf. 

Political analysts think- Kaifu 
may be ousted by the’ party 
grandees, leaders erf the LDP's 
four largest factions, next May 
or June, after foe end of the 
current paifiamentaiy session. 

“Nobody in Japan was asking 
for a reshuffle, and it was done 
because of the rationale prevail- 
ing at Nagatacho (LDP Head- 
quarters)," said Fuji Television 
news anchorman Yuji Kurotwa. 

Tadashi lyasu, Osaka Uni- 
versity professor and an expert 
on LDP politics, said factions 
wanted reshuffles once a year to 
install their senior members in 
foe cabinet, regardless of who 
was serving as prime minister. 

“...Faction leaders push for 
reshuffles once a year to reward 
their veteran members with a 
cabinet post." lyasu said. 

The factious, led by ex- 
premier Noboru Takeshita, and 
former ministers Michio Wata- 
nabe. Shin taro Abe and Kudu 
Miyazawa. have made no secret 
of wanting to oust Kaifu and 


name a new pre m ier from their 


own ranks. 


Sikhs satisfied with 


start of talks on Punjab 


NEW DELHI (R) — Talks be- 
tween a powerful Sikh leader 
and new Indian Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar on the decade- 
old separatist movement in Pun- 
jab got off to a satisfactory start, 
Sikh negotiators said Saturday. 

Former senior policeman' Sim- 
tanjit Singh Mann met Shekhar 
Friday night at the first meeting 
between the Indian government 
and a sing le Sikh representative 
for five years on a campaign that 
has cost thousands of lives. 

"It was a breaking of the ice. 
It was- a step in the right direc- 
tion,” said Mann spokesman 

Manindexjit Singh. 

But there were indications 
that foe two sides bad diff e ren t 
views on die future of talks. 

- Mann told reporters after the 
90- minute meeting at foe prime 
minister's residence that 
Shekhar bad agreed to meet 
militants fighting for an indepen- 
dent homeland in foe rich agri- 
cultural northern state they call 
Khalistan (land of foe pure). 

However, an unidentified offi- 
cial spokesman was quoted by 
the Indian media as saying that 
Shekhar was willing to meet tbe 
militant* if they asked. 

Manraderjit Singh said Mann 
rejected that idea. 

“Why should foe militants 
ask? After all, they are fighting 
foe government. It is for the 


government to extend their 

hand,” Singh said. 

• • . - - 


nano, 

He said no arrangements nan 
been made yet for farther discus- 

ci/vne. 


sions. - . 

Friday's talks, were made 
possible by a rare meeting of all 
thcleaders of the fragmented 
Sikh Akali Dal Party Wednes- 
day that empowered Mann to 
seek “retf-deteraunation’’ for 
foe Sflchs, who are a bare major- 
ity in Punjab. 


“The militants are an unpor- 
tant component of foe talks. The 
iniBtants, the Akalis and foe 
government should sit across the 

table." Singh said. 

The use of "self-determi- 
nation" rather than independ- 
ence has lent some hopes of 
p rogress hi the talks. 

Shekhar has said repeatedly 
since taking office seven weeks 
acn that be would contemplate a 
solution only within tbe Indian 
constitution, rating out inde- 
pendence. 


Police have reported more 
than 3,800 deaths in the militant 
rquppaign th j$ year, more than 
double the 1989 lolL 
Militan ts have expanded their 
campaign in recent weeks by 
insisting all Punjab government 
work be done in foe Punjabi 
language and script rather than 
in Hindi or English. 


3 confirmed dead as Dhaka 


police fire on prisoners 


xJHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
'prison offi cials said three prison- 
ers were killed when police 
opened fire during a riot at 
Dhaka central jail Saturday. 

Witnesses said foe death toll 
could be as high as 20. ' 

Officials said at least 100 peo- 
ple, including 25 prison guards, 
were wounded. 

"I saw several prisoners drop- 
ping like ducks in a hail of 
bullets," said Abdul Ahad, who 
said he saw the dash from the 
top of a house near tbe jail, 
which held 4,700 prisoners. 

Officials said police were 
forced to open fire on prisoners, 
who attacked them and prison 
guards with sticks and rocks. 

“We saw quite a number of 
people, some with wardens’ 
(guards') uniforms, being re- 
moved in stretchers to hospit- 
als,” another witness, Hazrat 
Ali, told journalists. 

“Some of them were bleeding 
profusely. They looked like 
dead.” 

A doctor at Dhaka Medical 
College hospital said 25 men had 
been treated for bullet wounds 


there. 

“At least four of them are 
critical" said Moqaddas Ali, in 
charge of the hospital’s 
emergency ward. 

Prison official Abdul Karim 
said a group of convicts, some 
serving life terms for murder, 
bad confronted prison officials 
and demanded to be set free. 

They said they had been jailed 
by military courts set up soon 
after former President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad took power 
in a nrihtaiy coup in 1982. 

' Karim said tbe prisoners de- 
manded that their convictions be 
quashed now that Ershad had 


Ershad stepped down on Dec. 
6 and was later detained by 
police pending an investigation 
into charges of abuse of power 
and corr u p ti on. 

The demonstrators “became 
ferocious all of a sudden" Karim 
said. “The emergency bell rang 
and armed police took co ntro l of 
foe situation." 

He said police first fired blank 
rounds to try to force prisoners 
back to their cells. 


O AS condemns Surinam coup 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS) has deplored tbe military 
coup in Surinam and called for 
restoration of democracy in the 
former Dutch colony that lies in 
foe northeastern shoulder of 
South America. 

A special session of the 
permanent council of the OAS 
passed the condemnation by 
consensus, with only the Suri- 
namese delegate expressing re- 
servation. 

“This act of force violently 


disturbs the democratic institu- 
tional order of a member state, 
violates foe right of its people to 
elect its governors freely and 
deals a severe setback to the 
democratisation process in foe 
hemisphere,” the six-paragraph 
document said. 


Surinam’s alternate repre- 
sentative Glenn Alvares said the 
step was premature. More time 
was needed to have a dear pic- 
ture of the situation in Surinam, 
be 


Latin Americans mark 


Day of the Innocents 


MEXICO CITY (R) — For 
many Latin Americans, foe only 
trouble with foe news Friday was 
that it wasn’t true. 

Penmans and Nicaraguans 
woke up to headlines telling 
them key cabinet ministers had 
quit. 

In Venezuela, an official 
announced the sell-off of the 
country’s Central Bank. 

A Mexican cartoonist's fan- 
tasy newspaper had Iraqis pull- 
ing out of Kuwait 

The news reports were part of 
Larin America’s “Day of tbe 
Innocents" — the equivalent of 
April Fool’s Day — when news- 
paper headlines Mare out tbe 
spurious and lies are trid verging 
on foe downright sadistic. 

Spluttering Uragayans were 
confronted with front-page 
newspaper pictures of a cloud of 
sewage vapours bearing down on 
Montevideo. 

“Shock horror — gigantic 
cloud of g er ms advances on tire 
capital." the front-page headline 
on the independent La Republi- 
ca said. The dond was dripping 
"something that is not precisely 
water," it said. 

In Nicaragua, one of foe day’s 
more macabre customs is to ring 
up an acquaintance and tell 
them, "your dad just died. "If it 
is believed, tbe caller laughs: 
"Got you, you innocent." 

Such customs, according to 
religious tradition, have their 
roots two miliemums ago when 
King Herod of Judah ordered all 
newborn infants to be killed 
once be had learned of the birth 


of Jesus. It is not dear why the 
Day of the Innocents be- 
come an excuse for rampant 
trickery. 

“They fell for it, tbe inno- 
cents,” Gerver Tones, head of 
the Venezuelan Investment 
Fund, joked after be had sort 
some reporters scurrying to their 
phones with tbe false news that 
Venezuela would privatise its 
Central Bank. 


In Peru, foe o p po si tion daily 
Novedades announced Prime 
Minister Juan Carlos Hurtado 
Miller had resigned, citing un- 
popularity over steep price hikes 
he had authorised. 

“The news, .unfortunately, 
isn’t true,” Novedades lamented 
in the article. 

Nicaragua's pro-Sandinista 
Bamcada ne wspap e r had less 
reason to be regretful when it 
reported that Defence Minister 
Genera] Humberto Ortega, the 
bead of the Saudi msta. People’s 
Army, had quit. 


It was a prank, and the news- 
paper happily thumbed its nose 
at tbe ranks of Ortega critics 
who may have been caught out 
Am ong foe less palatable 
pranks. Renters in Caracas re- 
ceived an invitation to New 
Year’s lunch. 

On ^the menu: Serpent ting 
soup, brains of young monkey in 
mountain sauce, delicate filet of 
white rat with guacamofe. bee 
swems served with ant sanoe 


joke. 


per plate: $24,719. No 





Search endsfor 

shipownert||40m 






OSLO ( AP) — AflSga llKyear 

_ V_ _ -4\-* ■ ‘..a 


havc&aid. 


have found the last part of ffii- 
mar Reksten’s 85&m£ffiau- 
kroner (S140-nriHion) . estate, 
and now they can startto pay 
back creditors of thebankmpt 
shipowner. The aimourKemeot 
ended the biggest financial 
probe in Norwegian- history. 
Newspapers turned' it' Lnto_ r a 
long-running soap operifc, cock 
plete with a wealthy and talented 
heiress, and luxury properties ia 
Spain and Italy. “Our assign- 
ment was to search for HHmar r 
Reksten’s hidden fortune. That' 
work is now completed. We 
can’t see that there is a single 
•k r on e r left abroad,” esta t e trus- 
tees “His was a unique 
hk** ... there have been few, if 
any, who have had foe oppor- 
tunity to trace a hidden internal 
tional fortune as we did," said 
lawyer Jens Kristian Thune. The 
search led through 40 businesses 
in 10 countries, and was chroni- 
cled in half a dozen government 
reports up to 1,100 pages long. 
Reksten, a self-made mil- 
lionaire, founded a shipping 
•company in 1929. In the early 
1970s be owned a dozen super- 
tankers, other ' ships and various 
companies. Then he ran short of 
cash. In 1979, the state charged 
hfm with tax evasion but he won 
the case. He was 82 and bank- 
rupt when be died in 1980. Offi- 
cials suspected he had nrilhoos of 
dollars hidden outside Norway. 
They began looking for the for- 
tune, to repay foe 1-3 billion 
kroner ($216 million) be owed, 
mainly to tbe Norwegian govern- 
ment and the Aker A-S indust- 
rial group. 
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Man breaks into 
Buckingham Palace 


nr ■.* 

i m _ 


LONDON (R) — Lovesick 
I rishman Eugene Smith broke 
into foe grounds of Buckingham 
palace to try to see Queen Eli- 
zabeth and ask her to help him 
find a lost sweetheart, a court 
beard. Police grabbed him be- 
fore he could reach the queen, to 
whom girlfriend Julie had once 
boasted to him she was related. 
When arrested , Smith .was. hold- 
ing a drunk of brickwork he said he 
was going to use to break down the 
door of tbe royal home. “I 
dim bed the walls of the palace 
grounds in desperation,” be 
said. He was freed on condition 
he would be of good conduct for 
a year after pleading guilty to 
carrying a piece of masonry 
without lawful excuse with intent 
to destroy the queen’s property. 
Security at the palace was step- 
ped up after a man, Michael 
Fagan, broke into foe queen’s 
bedroom in 1982. He sat on her 
bed and chatted to her for half 
an hour before palace staff came 
to her aid. 
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LONDON (R) — Prince 

Charles, heir to the British 
throne, is back in foe saddle 
after breaking his arm in a fell 
from a polo pony six months 
‘ago. He chose 15-year-old Re- 
flection, the most placid mare in 
his mother Queen Elizabeth’s 
stable, for his first outing on a 
horse since the accident. He 
romped acros s tbe fields at the 
royal family's Sandringham 
Estate in eastern England Fri- 
day, accompanied by his sons 
Prince William, aged eight, and 
Prince Harry, six. Prince 
C ha rles, 42, needed surgery to 
set the badly broken arm. 
Surgeons wifi decide after a new _ 
X-ray in six weeks’ time whether 
he should play polo this season. 4* 

Suspected Soviet 
serial killer nabbed 
after 9 years ^ 

MOSCOW (R) — Police for the ' ^ 
southern Russian city of Rostov 
On-Don have arrested a man 
suspected of sexually abating 
and murdering more than 30 
women and young girls, Soviet 
news reports said Friday. The , i* , 
daily Izvestia, referring to tb£ yC- 
suspect as Andrei Ch., said 
was bom in 1936 and was 
with two g r o wn sons. "He 
women and children with 
ticular cruelty and with a 
motivation," it added. The 
was arrested recently __ 
dfeiged with some of foe mfew* * 
ders. Izvestia added that he • 1 ^ 
also been expelled from 
Communist Party in 1984 ge 
embezzlement. The Soviet Ne^ -V-, / 
Agency (TASS) said the r 
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had been hunted by a task fort® .fA# 
of 50 Investigators, which ^"-i k V ls 
«*eckB,on 200,000 suspects, .-{v® : 
chufing convicts, mental paticad VJ • 
and sex offenders. ? 
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